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EXTRACTS    FROM     LETTERS     OF  MR. 
JONES. 

Bangkok,  Nov.  6,1 83fi.  The  globes 
and  orrery  you  sent  us,  have  been  fre- 
quently exhibited  to  visiters,  and  within 
the  past  ten  days  they  have  been  shown 
and  explained  to  Chau  Fa  Yai  and  Chau 
Fa  Noi,  sons  of  the  late  king,  and  to  sev- 
eral of  the  highest  priests  of  the  country. 
They  have  been  viewed  with  admira- 
tion, and  have  awakened  the  conviction 
that  their  own  theories  of  astronomy, 
&.C.,  are  baseless.  They  have  awaken- 
ed a  somewhat  genera!  spirit  of  skepti- 
cism in  regard  to  their  religion,  which 
shows  itself  in  a  gradual  refining,  and 
spiritualizing  of  many  of  its  observances. 
Yesterday,  while  conversing  with  two 
of  the  most  intelligent  priests  I  have 
seen,  they  denied  regarding  Gaudama 
as  God,  or  ever  having  been  God  ;  they 
only  respected  him  as  a  great  teacher, 
and  his  images  as  mementos ;  just  as 
we  look  upon  the  portraits  of  absent 
friends.  They  allowed,  however,  the 
truth  of  my  assertion,  that  the  people 
generally  viewed  them  differently,  but 
added  "  they  are  stupid."  I  referred 
them  to  many  of  their  nobles,  who 
spend  immense  sums  on  these  things, 
and  told  them  tkey  were  not  stupid  men. 
"They  believe,"  was  the  reply,  "  with- 
out investigation.  If  they  would  take 
the  trouble  to  examine,  they  would 
doubt.    Still,  therefore,  they  are  stupid." 

Printing  of  Tracts. 

The  press  is  in  operation.  Through 
the  kindness  of  our  brethren  of  the 
American  Board,  wo  uso  their  type, 
and  a  tract  of  8pp.  8vo,  has  been  prim- 
ed for  them,  and  one  prepared  by  my- 
self, of  21pp.  8vo,  is  now  in  the  prcjo. 
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I  have  also  made  some  progress  in  the 
translation  of  Acts,  and  the  revision  of 
Matthew. 

Besides  visiters,  at  the  house,  who 
are  sometimes  numerous,  I  visit  the 
wats  regularly  on  the  Sabbath,  unless 
prevented  by  disease,  as  I  have  been 
two  or  three  Sabbaths.  On  these  oc- 
casions, my  auditors  vary  greatly,  both 
in  number  and  intelligence.  Some- 
times they  listen  with  apparent  thought- 
fulness  ;  sometimes  discuss  with  candor, 
sometimes  with  great  warmth,  seldom 
with  disrespect,  and  never  with  avow- 
ed contempt.  Many  persons  hear,  who 
take  no  part  in  the  conversation,  and 
thus  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  is  diffus- 
ed in  various  sections  of  the  city  and 
among  different  ranks  of  people.  May 
fervent  prayer  arise,  that  it  prove  a 
savor  of  life  unto  life. 

Dec.  4.  The  tract  before  mentioned, 
ed.  2000  copies,  is  out  of  press,'  and  the 
printing  of  Acts  is  commenced,  (3000 
copies.)  Of  the  tract,  3pp.  are  a  pre- 
face, answering  such  questions  as,  Who 
was  the  writer?  Where  did  he  come 
from?  For  what  purpose  ?  Was  he  sent 
by  government  ?  Is  he  like  the  Catholic 
priests  ?  How  does  he  get  his  living, 
&.c.  These  questions  are  incessantly 
proposed  by  almost  all  those  with  whom 
we  converse.  There  is  scarcely  any 
question  which  they  ask  oftener  than, 
"What  do  you  Christians,  hold  to? 
What  do  you  consider  good  and  bad  ?  " 
I  n  the  close  of  the  preface  I  suppose 
them  to  ask  this,  and  tell  them  to  read 
the  tract  through  attentively,  for  an 
answer.  The  tract  contains  a  brief 
statement  of  the  character  of  God  ;  the 
creation,  fall,  and  its  consequences  ;  the 
birth,  teaching,  death  and  resurrection 
of  our  Savior,  with  his  future  advent; 
the  difference  between  a  disciple  of 
Christ  and  others,  somewhat  extended  ; 
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various  precepts  of  the  Scriptures  de- 
tached, and  the  beatitudes,  closed  by  a 
prayer,  to  which  is  prefixed  Matt.  vi. 
5-8,  inclusively.  It  will  be  perceived, 
that  the  plan  is  like  Mr.  Judson's 
"  View," — the  filling  up  is  very  differ- 
ent, so  that  it  cannot  be  called  a  trans- 
lation. I  call  it  a  Brief  Account  of  the 
Christian  Religion.  The  last  4pp.  are 
the  tract  I  printed  at  Singapore,  revised 
and  condensed.  This  is  a  Catechism  of 
the  Christian  Religion,  and  not  "Scrip- 
ture Questions,"  or  the  "  Creation,"  as 
sometimes  called  at  home. 

Referring  to  some  misapprehensions  which 
have  been  formed  in  thi^  country,  relative  to 
the  geography  and  languages  of  the  east, 
particularly  Cochin  China,  Laos  and  Siam, 
Mr.  Jones  writes : — 

A  few  Laos,  from  South  Laos,  (Wiang 
Chan,)  may  have  passed  into  Cochin 
China,  on  the  north  west,  and  there  re- 
tain their  distinct  character.  Still,  the 
proper  Cochin-Chinese,  and  Laos  are  as 
entirely  distinct  in  language,  customs, 
figure,  and  every  thing  else,  as  the 
American  Indian,  and  African  negro. 
The  language  of  the  Laos  and  Siamese 
differs  also  from  the  languages  of  what, 
are  denominated  the  Shyan  tribes.  I 
have  received  a  list  of  fifty  words  in 
nine  different  languages,  spoken  in  the 
Shyan  regions,  viz.  Abor,  Miri,  Khamti, 
Ahom,  Mishtni,  Singpho,  Manipur, 
Garo,  and  Kasiah.  Nearly  every  word 
in  Khamti  and  Ahom,  is  Laos  or  Siam- 
ese, many  of  the  Manipur  agree  with 
Burman.  But  of  the  other  languages 
not  a  single  word  in  this  list  would 
identify  them,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  with 
Siamese  or  Laos,  Peguan  or  Burman. 
Hence,  in  the  work  of  preparing  the 
Scriptures  for  the  Shyans,  whether 
Siamese,  Laos  or  Khamti,  the  Burman 
translation  can  be  of  no  further  service 
than  any  other  faithful  version,  as  that 
of  Luther,  &,c.  In  all  Budhist  coun- 
tries, Pali  is  the  learned  language,  as 
Latin  in  Europe,  and  so  far  as  terms  are 
derived  from  that,  there  is  a  mutual  ad- 
vantage, but  no  further.  (See  also,  vol. 
17,  p.  18!).) 

Dec.  31.  In  my  letter  of  August  1 1  th, 
you  will  perceive  a  reference  to  some 
anticipated  arrangements  with  the  phra 
khlaiig,  in  regard  to  our  residence. 
About  that  time  I  visited  him,  but  as  I 
found  him  surrounded  by  people  from 
the  palace,  I  could  not  introduce  the 
subject.  Intending  soon  to  renew  the 
visit,  1  left  him.  The  royal  elephant 
v.  i  -(.on  la  It  i  •  1 1  sick,  and  the  phrn 
khlaiig  was  kept  in  attendance  on  Iter 


majesty,  for  six  weeks,  day  and  night. 
Then  followed  the  king's  circumnavi- 
gation of  charily,  which  lasted  about 
three  weeks,  during  which  the  phra 
khlang  must  generally  be  in  attendance. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  till  about  two 
months  ago,  that  I  could  get  access  to 
him.  Since  that  time  I  have  visited 
him,  or  his  son,  on  whom  he  has  devolv- 
ed the  business,  about  once  in  three 
days  on  an  average.  The  ground  he 
proposed  to  let  us  have,  is  a  very  good 
spot,  and  conveniently  situated  for 
three  dwelling-houses,  and  a  printing- 
office.  I  offered  350  ticals  per  annum, 
as  ground  rent,  which  he  would  not  re- 
ceive. This  sum  was  raised  to  500, 
and  we  were  to  bear  some  expenses  in 
enclosing  the  place.  The  writings 
regarding  it,  were  to  have  been  drawn 
up  a  week  ago.  I  went  yesterday 
morning,  in  order,  as  I  supposed,  to 
settle  every  arrangement ;  and  all  had 
been  undone  by  the  phra  khlang's 
brother,  who  maintained  that  it  would 
by  no  means  be  advisable  to  allow  the 
white  foreigners  to  build  houses  in  the 
country,  lest  hereafter  some  mischief 
should  occur,  and  they  should  make 
trouble.  Hereupon,  it  was  concluded 
best  for  the  phra  khlang  to  build  and 
rent  us  houses,  that  then  we  could  be 
ejected  any  time  they  pleased. 

This  morning  I  have  made  a  propo- 
sition, that  they  should  build  us  three 
houses,  and  a  printing-office,  (the  latter 
of  brick,)  and  we  would  rent  them  at 
the  rate  of  240  ticals  ($144)  for  each 
per  annum.  The  necessary  out-build- 
ings are,  of  course,  to  be  attached  to  the 
houses. 

In  the  same  communication,  Mr.  Jones  al- 
ludes to  the  arduousness  of  the  work  assign- 
ed to  the  missionaries  at  Bangkok,  and  inakca 

the  following 

Appeal  for  Aid. 

My  Sabbath  visits  are  continued,  and 
much  knowledge  of  the  truth  is  diffus- 
ed ;  but  my  heart  is  pained,  that  I  see 
no  hearts  regenerated  by  its  power. 
Many  a  season  of  aching  anxiety  have 
I  had  on  this  subject.  Do  Christians  at 
home  pray  sufficiently  for  the  Spirit's 
hallowed  influence  on  our  labors?  I 
apprehend  the  difficulty  of  our  enter- 
prise is  not  duly  estimated.  Suppose 
the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  New 
Vork,  and  Boston,  all  congregated  in 
one  city,  and  you  have  not  so  many 
people  hi  Hanirkok  alone  contains.  Sup- 
pose th.it  mass  of  people  deprived  of  all 
their  ministers  but  seven,  and  one  of 
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them  a  physician,  and  another  a  printer, 
principally  occupied  in  their  appropri- 
ate professions.  Then  suppose  all 
these  seven,  even,  to  be  foreigners  but 
very  partially  acquainted  with  the  pre- 
vailing language — while  at  the  same 
time  the  people  were  divided  into  twen- 
ty distinct  tribes,  speaking  as  many 
different  languages,  yet  all  supplied 
with  the  bible.  What  could  these  seven 
ministers  do  towards  advancing  the 
interests  of  religion?  Would  you  not 
expect  that  the  bible  would  be  forgot- 
ten, and  every  vestige  of  Christianity 
soon  become  extinct  ?  But  this  would 
not  be  half  so  hopeless  a  condition  as 
that  in  which  we  are  placed.  The 
people  here,  instead  of  having  the  bi- 
ble, have  a  superstition  to  which  they 
have  been  wedded  for  centuries  ;  the 
monuments  of  it  are  spread  all  about 
them  ;  its  services  agree  with  their  na- 
tures, and  are  performed  by  myriads  lit- 
erally !  of  interested  priests.  It  is  main- 
tained by  a  government  that  abhors  inde- 
pendence of  thought,  and  adopted  by  a 
people  who  have  been  schooled  into 
stupidity.  To  uproot  this  system  of 
folly,  and  plant  the  pure  doctrines,  and 
establish  the  holy  practices  of  Chris- 
tianity, is  this  :t  task  to  be  effected  by 
the  instrumentality  of  half  a  dozen 
foreigners  ?  We  feel  as  much  and  as 
deeply  as  any  body,  the  truth  that  God 
must  do  the  work  ;  but  is  this  all  the 
instrumentality  the  church  is  willing  to 
employ  in  it  ?  Think,  ye  fathers  and 
brethren !  Think,  ye  young  men  in 
our  churches,  schools,  academies,  col- 
leges, and  theological  seminaries  ! 
Think,  ye  souls  redeemed  from  hell  by 
the  blood  of  Christ!  Think,  oh  think  ! 
and  ACT. 

Distribution  of  Tracts. 

Feb.  14,  1837.  Since  the  publication 
of  the  Summary  of  the  Christian  Reli- 
gion, the  Tun  Commandments,  and  a 
part  of  Acts,  I  have  been  accustomed 
to  take  about  a  thousand  pages  (8vo.) 
of  tracts  every  Sabbath,  in  my  excur- 
sions to  the  wats,  and  in  no  case  have  I 
brought  any  home.  I  have  always 
found  many  applications  for  them,  which 
1  could  not  supply. 

I  suppose  that  four  or  five  hundred 
pages  are  distributed  from  the  house 
almost  daily — but  while  pursuing  the 
work  of  translation,  correcting  the  press, 
&c,  I  have  not  that  tune  I  most  ardent- 
ly wish,  to  converse  with  the  recipients. 

Acts  is  now  printed  to  tho  twenty- 
second  chapter.  In  about  a  month 
more,  we  hope  to  begin  to  circulate  it. 


CCIjinest. 

JOURNAL  OF  MR.  DEAN. 

(Continued  from  p.  41.) 

Inquirers — Notices    of  Pay    Chun  and 
Chek  Haw. 

Jan.  1,  1837.  We  had,  to-day,  about 
twenty  Chinese  present  at  worship,  and, 
after  the  usual  exercises,  we  observed 
with  the  little  church  the  Lord's  sup- 
per. There  are  three  or  four  men  not 
connected  with  the  church,  who  are 
still  constant  attendants  on  the  Sabbath, 
who  come  from  a  long  distance  with  no 
other  object  but  to  hear  the  gospel. 
But  for  the  example  afforded  in  the 
case  of  Bun-Tai  and  others,  I  should 
be  almost  prepared  to  consider  them 
proper  candidates  for  baptism.  But 
after  what  we  have  experienced,  we 
shall  feel  it  a  duty  to  be  exceedingly 
cautious  about  receiving  members, 
though  we  are  not  aware  of  acting  pre- 
maturely, so  far  as  human  foresight 
could  extend,  in  admitting  those  who 
have  been  received  to  church  fellow- 
ship. 

Jt  is  our  prayer  and  hope  that  the 
present  year  will  bring  an  increase  of 
numbers,  and  an  increase  of  spirituality 
and  moral  power,  to  the  little  church. 

2.  We  have  to-day  observed  the 
monthly  concert  ;  but.  only  one  China- 
man present.  Chek  Ete  says  that  Pay 
Chun  thinks  it  too  much  trouble  to 
come  to  meeting  so  often,  and  that  he 
will  do  as  Bun-Tai  does — worship  God 
in  his  own  house.  What  will  be  the 
result  of  this,  we  cannot  say. 

I  have  received  by  the  contributions 
of  the  Chinese  church,  at  their  monthly 
concert,  during  the  year  1831!,  18  tie's. 
Is.  1  f.,  or  £11,02,  with  instruction  to 
expend  it  for  Christian  books,  to  be 
sent  by  the  junks  to  China,  for  circu- 
lation. 

I  think  that  I  have  suggested  in  some 
other  place,  that  a  revision  of  one  of 
the  gospels  in  Chinese  was  contem- 
plated. During  the  last  few  clays  I 
bava  looked  over  the  first  chapter  of 
John,  making  such  alterations  as  I 
thought  necessary,  having  before  me 
the  versions  by  Morrison,  Marshman 
and  Gut/.lnff,  and  the  aid  of  a  native 
teacher,  well  versed  in  the  language. 
This  exercise  is,  perhaps,  as  profitable 
a  course  as  I  could  adopt,  lor  bee. iming 
critically  acquainted  with  the  use  of 
the  huitniaee.  |t  |S  mlnntled,  on  all 
hands,  that  we  have  no  version  of  thv 
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Scriptures  in  Chinese,  which  could  not 
be  much  improved,  and  it  is  equally 
obvious,  that  to  multiply  versions  of  the 
bible  in  the  same  language,  is  an  evil. 

13.  Having  made  a  short  excursion 
to-day,  to  dress  the  wounds  of  a  man 
who  had  fallen  from  the  top  of  a  junk, 
I  was  very  happy,  on  returning  home, 
to  find  Chek  Haw,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  little  Chinese  church,  waiting  to 
see  me.  Some  account  of  his  absence 
from  our  religious  meetings  for  several 
weeks  past,  may  be  found  in  my  jour- 
nal. He  appears  humble  and  penitent, 
and  thinks  that  hereafter  he  shall  not 
in  this  manner  be  led  away.  I  took 
him  into  my  room,  and.  after  a  season 
of  prayer,  in  which  he  engaged  with 
much  apparent  fervency  and  brokenness 
of  heart,  he  related  to  me  the  reasons 
of  his  long  absence  ;  from  which  it  ap- 
pears, that  he  had  occasion,  unexpect- 
edly, to  go  into  the  paddy  fields  to  work 
for  a  nobleman,  to  whom  he  was  under 
some  obligations,  and  on  returning  he 
had  met  Bun-Tai,  who,  partly  by  excit- 
ing fears  in  relation  to  the  government, 
and  partly  by  persuasion,  had  induced 
him,  thus  long,  to  absent  himself  from 
meeting.  He  said  that  Bun-Tai  had 
told  him,  that  it  was  just  as  well, — and 
much  safer, — to  worship  God  in  his 
own  house  as  to  go  to  the  teachers  ;  but 
that  he  had  felt,  when  he  tried  to  pray, 
which  he  daily  did,  that  something  was 
not  right.  He  said  that  it  was  the  un- 
christian spirit  manifested  by  Bun-Tai, 
which  led  him  to  think  that  it  was  not 
right  to  follow  his  suggestions. 

15.  Chek  Haw  was  present  to-day 
at  our  religious  worship,  and  still  ap- 
pears well.  How  lonnr  it  will  continue 
we  know  not ;  still  we  have  much  rea- 
son to  believe  that  he  has  been  taught 
by  the  Spirit  of  God.  Our  friend  from 
Pak  Nam  came  in  with  his  little  boy 
just  as  the  meeting  closed,  and  said 
that  the  wind  blew  so  strong  against 
him,  that  he  had  had  hard  work  to  reach 
here  at  all.  If  he  strives  as  hard  to 
enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  I  hope 
he  will  succeed, — but  his  mind  is  still 
very  dark.  I  trust  that  we  do  not  ask 
in  vain,  for  the  prayers  of  our  Christian 
friends,  that  we  may  be  guided  from  on 
high,  in  our  labors  among  this  people, 
and  that  this  "  little  one  may  become  a 
thousand." 

£xcur»ion  on    the    Tia-Chin-Ow-Picr — 
Kun-Sai'Si — Sugar  Plantation*. 

19.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  br. 
Reed  and  myself  left  llangkuk,  taking 
one  of  the  outlets  of  the  Meinam,  w  Inch, 


after  running  about  twenty-five  miles, 
in  a  southern,  or  south-western  direc- 
tion, empties  into  the  Tia-Chin-Ow- 
Pier,  a  large  river  rising  in  the  moun- 
tains between  Siam  and  Tenasserim, 
discharging  itself  into  the  gulf  of  Siam, 
about  five  or  six  miles  from  the  place 
where  we  first  entered  it.  At  the  junc- 
ture of  this  outlet  of  the  Meinam  with 
the  Tia-Chin-Ow-Pier,  is  a  fort,  com- 
manding both  streams,  as  they  conduct 
into  the  interior.  The  fort  is  admira- 
bly located,  and,  in  the  hands  of  an  en- 
lightened people,  would  prove  an  effec- 
tual safeguard  to  the  country,  so  far  as 
relates  to  this  opening  to  the  sea,  but 
in  the  hands  of  the  natives,  it  promises 

j  but  little.. 

Leaving  this  fort,  we  passed  down  a 

|  mile  or  two,  towards  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  to  a  Chinese  village,  containing 
a  population  of  about  ten  or  twelve 
hundred,  who  are  mostly  fishermen. 
On  landing  here,  the  natives  appeared 
much  surprised  at  their  unexpected 
visitants,  while  some  fled  from  our 
sight,  and  others  approached  us  to  in- 
quire where  our  ship  was,  (supposing 
us  to  have  just  arrived  from  some  for- 
eign land.)  and  what  was  our  errand  to 
them.  We  soon  allayed  their  fears, 
by  informing  them  that  we  came  from 
Bangkok,  and  on  giving  out  a  few  books, 
we  had  a  multitude  around  us.  They 
soon  learned  that  we  were  in  the  habit 
of  giving  medicine  to  the  sick,  and 
when  application  was  made  for  medi- 
cine, I  took  my  chest  on  shore,  and 
commenced  treating  the  sick,  while  br. 
Reed  with  his  attendants,  supplied 
themselves  with  books,  and  went 
through  the  streets,  distributing  to 
every  house,  and,  according  to  his  abili- 
ty, preaching  to  them  Jesus. 

I  soon  had  the  sick,  from  different 
parts  of  the  village,  and  of  various  dis- 
eases, to  the  number  of  sixty  or  eighty. 
Many  of  the  complaints  were  of  trifling 
importance,  but  some  were  such  as  to 
demand  serious  attention,  and  promised 
to  yield  to  the  influence  of  medicine. 
During  this  process,  I  stopped,  and  rend 
to  them  a  few  sentences  from  one  of 
the  books,  w  hich  spoke  of  the  character 
of  God,  the  creation  of  the  world,  and 
the  work  of  Christ,  and  made  occasion- 
ally some  remarks  about  the  only  w-ny 
of  salvation.  When  the  village  had 
been  generally  supplied  with  books, 
and  the  most  important  cases  of  the 
sick  had  been  attended  to,  we  went 
into  our  boat,  and,  pushing  off  a  short 
distance  from  the  bunks,  ate  our  rice, 
while  t  he  multitude  stood  on  the  shore. 
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After  finishing  our  repast,  we  again 
went  on  shore,  and,  in  a  few  words, 
stated  to  the  people,  that  we  had 
visited  them  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  them  books,  and  teaching  them 
how  they  might  be  saved.  They  lis- 
tened with  attention,  and  we  left  them 
with  thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  privi- 
lege of  scattering  among  them  the  word 
of  life. 

By  this  time  it  was  sunset,  and  we 
directed  our  course  up  the  Tia-Chin- 
Ow-Pier,  in  the  direction  of  west  and 
north-west.  Though  during  some  part 
of  this  route  we  had  the  tide  against 
us,  yet,  being  occasionally  pursued  by 
alligators,  and  at  one  time  by  a  great 
fish,  said  by  the  boatmen  to  be  three 
times  as  large  as  our  boat,  we  went 
with  great  speed  till  twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  when  we  reached  the  custom- 
house at  Kun-Sai-Si.  Here  our  boat- 
men went  on  shore  for  lodgings,  while 
br.  Reed  and  myself  slept  in  our  boat. 
At  about  three  o'clock  we  awoke,  and 
found  our  boat  in  a  sinking  condition, 
from  being  improperly  fastened  at  low 
water,  so  as  not  to  be  able  to  rise  with 
the  rising  tide.  In  the  morning  the 
custom-house  officer,  who,  from  some 
remarks  made  on  our  arrival,  we  feared 
might  prevent  us  from  proceeding  fur- 
ther, was  very  accomodating,  and  after 
inviting  us  to  breakfast  with  him,  sent  a 
pilot  to  conduct  us  on  our  way  to  the 
sugar  plantations.  Here  we  found  the 
sugar-cane  in  various  stages  of  advance- 
ment, while  in  some  places  they  were 
digging  up  the  ground  for  a  new  crop. 
The  fields  extended  back  from  the  river 
as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  and,  from 
the  unbroken  level  of  the  ground,  with 
the  luxuriant  growth  of  sugar,  present- 
ed a  delightful  appearance.  In  this 
region,  we  found  fewer  inhabitants  than 
we  had  anticipated  :  still  this  part  of 
the  country  produces  a  great  amount 
of  sugar,  which  is  principally  cultivated 
by  Chinese.  The  river  was  lined  with 
bilgnr  boats  from  IJtngkok,  &.C. 

Learning,  here,  that  it  was  three  or 
four  days  to  the  western  mountains,  we 
concluded,  at  about  ten  o'clock  yester- 
day, to  turn  our  course  homeward.  On 
our  way,  we  called  at  one  Siamese  vil- 
lage, containing  about  fifteen  hundred 
inhabitants,  besides  several  smaller 
places,  and  supplied  them  with  books. 
At  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  found  our- 
selves about  twenty  miles  from  home, 
with  an  opposing  tide,  and  there  being 
a  little  Peguu  wat,  constructed  of 
bamboo,  which  afforded  us  all  necessa- 


ry accommodations  for  lodging, &c,  we 
concluded  to  put  up,  and  wait  for  the 
rising  tide.  Here  we  found  a  few  hos- 
pitable natives,  who  received  joyfully 
some  of  our  books  and  medicines.  At 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  having  a  full 
moon  and  favorable  tide,  we  set  out 
again  for  Bangkok,  where  we  arrived  in 
safety  this  morning  at  eight  o'clock, 
finding  our  friends  in  health,  and  our- 
selves under  new  obligations  to  the 
Father  of  mercies,  for  his  preserving 
care  and  gracious  aid  during  our  ab- 
sence. 


EXTRACTS   FROM     A    LETTER     OF  MR. 
REED. 

Excursion  up  the  Meinam — Yuthia. 
On  the  21st  of  January,  Messrs.  Read  and 
Dean  left  Bangkok  for  Yuihia,  taking  with 
tlicm  about  900  Siamese  tracts — all  that  could 
then  he  had — and  3000  Chinese  tracts,  besides 
80  or  85,000  pages  of  Chinese  scrip- 
tures. The  following  particulars  are  given 
in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Reed,  dated  at  Bangkok, 
January  23,  1837. 

We  left  wjth  the  rising  tide,  a  few 
minutes  before  three  o'clock,  A.  M., 
and  at  day-break  were  at  Pak-Rete, 
supposed  to  be  twenty  miles  distant. 
At  eight  o'clock  we  passed  small  vil- 
lages, but  as  our  object  was  to  proceed, 
if  possible,  to  Yuthia,  we  judged  it  in- 
expedient to  make  any  calls  by  the 
way.  At  ten,  were  villages  again,  and 
at  half  past  ten  we  were  opposite  Sam- 
Kok,  a  village  of  perhaps  300  or  400 
houses,  and  at  a  point  higher  than  ever 
ascended  before  by  protestant  mission- 
aries. At  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  stop- 
ped for  dinner,  having  passed  six  or 
eight  villages,  some  of  which  our  boat- 
men assured  us  were  large.  In  most 
of  them  were  wats,  as  well  as  in  places 
where  there  were  no  other  houses,  and 
observing  baskets  suspended  over  the 
water  from  bamboo  pules,  we  learned 
they  were  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
fruit  and  rice  for  the  priests.  The  land, 
which  before  was  low,  here  began  to 
be  higher,  and  the  scenery  was  diversi- 
fied by  extensive  paddy  fields,  groves 
of  the  finest  bamboo,  and  wild  jungle. 
In  these  were  sporiing  a  variety  of 
monkeys,  some  of  them  large,  and 
very  tame.  A  multitude  of  tropical 
birds  were  continually  around  us,  some 
of  which,  in  their  size  and  the  length 
of  their  legs  and  neck,  far  exceed  the 
American  crane.  We  also  noticed  a 
beautiful  species  of  jet  black  ducks,  and 
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large  flocks  of  other  birds  which  were 
perfectly  w  hite.  These,  w  hen  alighting 
on  the  trees  at  some  distance,  reminded 
us  of  fruit  trees  in  bloom,  or,  more 
strongly,  of  the  snow-ball  blossom. 
While  at  wat  Ti  Lin,  where  we  dined, 
a  nobleman  from  Yuthia  came  up,  who 
politely  sent  us  food  from  his  cwn  table, 
and  received  from  ours  in  return.  We 
were  thankful  that  he  made  no  objec- 
tion to  our  proceeding,  and  regarded  it 
as  a  token  that  we  should  receive  no 
molestation  in  our  work. 

After  rowing  about  two  hours  against 
the  tide,  at  seven  we  drew  up  to  the 
shore,  where  was  an  immense  paddy 
field,  recently  harvested  ;  and  some  of 
the  paddy  we  saw  in  large  bundles. 
Here  we  fastened  our  boat,  and,  after 
committing  ourselves  and  our  work  to 
the  "good  Shepherd,"  quietly  slept  till 
day-break,  when  we  again  pursued  our 
way.  We  passed  the  first  floating 
house  at  Yuthia,  at  nine  o'clock  twenty 
minutes,  and,  leaving  the  main  branch 
of  the  river,  in  another  hour  came  to 
what  we  took  to  be  the  walls  of  the 
city,  and,  with  a  few  books,  commenced 
the  work  of  distribution.  We  soon 
perceived  there  were  no  houses  within 
the  walls,  and  not  wishing  to  expose 
ourselves  to  the  sun  unnecessarily,  re- 
turned to  our  boat;  and  placing'  one 
man  with  books  at  the  bow,  and  another 
at  the  stern,  we  were  soon  so  thronged, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  the  boat 
could  proceed.  Coming  into  shoal 
water,  the  people  came  off  in  such  num- 
bers from  the  shore,  some  wading 
through  the  water,  and  some  in  boats, 
that  we  found  it  necessary  to  prohibit 
further  distribution,  till  they  had  drawn 
our  boat  into  deeper  water.  We  then 
resumed  distributing,  principally  to  the 
Chinese,  as  we  had  more  of  their  tracts, 
and  when  too  many  boats  thronged  us, 
would  order  our  men  to  row  n-head.  In 
this  manner  we  completed  the  length 
of  the  canal,  when,  coming  into  the 
main  river,  where  were  comparatively 
few  houses,  and  near  the  floating-house 
which  we  had  first  seen  in  the  morning, 
we  judged  it  better  to  return.  It  oc- 
cupied nearly  an  hour's  good  rowing, 
to  reach  where  we  first  commenced 
distribution;  and  while  part  of  the  men 
were  preparing  food,  the  others  gave 
books  to  those  that  called. 

While  here,  it  was  deeply  affecting 
to  see  the  anxiety  of  this  poor  people 
for  the  bread  of  life.  Those  on  the 
opposite  shore,  also  came  in  boats  for 
their  share,  laying  hold  of  anything 


they  could  find,  to  serve  for  an  oar.  In 
one  instance,  a  man  lay  down  in  his 
boat,  and  propelled  it  by  his  hands. 
When  told  that  we  had  no  more  Siam- 
ese books,  they  were  exceedingly  dis- 
pirited, and  we  very  much  regretted 
that  we  could  not  supply  each  family 
with  at  least  one.  While  we  ate,  a 
large  number  gazed  in  apparent  amaze- 
ment; and,  after  giving  each  a  copy  of 
the  Commandments  in  Siamese,  we 
dropped  down  the  river,  distributing 
the  few  Chinese  books  which  remained, 
to  the  people  on  the  shore,  or  to  the 
numerous  boats  not  previously  supplied, 
which,  in  some  instances,  rowed  miles 
to  overtake  us.  Our  books  were  ex- 
hausted just  as  we  had  completed  the 
circle  of  the  old  city,  and  our  men  for 
a  small  additional  remuneration,  being 
ready  to  improve  the  falling  tide,  pro- 
pelled our  boat  with  such  rapidity  dur- 
ing the  night,  that  before  sun-rise  we 
were  telling  to  our  friends  in  Bangkok, 
the  kindness  of  the  Lord  in  thus  pros- 
pering our  way. 

Our  time  at.  Yuthia  was  so  limited, 
that  we  had  little  opportunity  to  make 
accurate  observations  of  the  place.  It 
is  now  a  little  more  than  half  a  century, 
since  it  was  destroyed  by  the  Burmans, 
and  the  king  established  himself  at 
Bangkok.  What  we  supposed  to  be 
the  palace-ground,  was  surrounded  by  a 
strong  wall  of  brick,  some  twelve  or  fif- 
teen feet  in  height ;  within,  there  seem- 
ed to  be  little  else  than  the  plantain  tree. 
Where  we  stopped  for  refreshment,  the 
bank  of  the  river  was  high,  and  in  the 
rear  were  strong  indications  of  furmer 
strength  and  magnificence.  Near  the 
river,  was  a  high  ridge,  which  undoubt- 
edly was  the  city  wall,  while  back  as 
far  as  we  wandered,  the  ground  was 
strewed  with  old  bricks,  &c,  and  over- 
grown with  dwarf  trees,  which  the 
people  were  cutting  for  wood.  We 
saw  remnants  of  walls,  but  could  not 
distinguish  whether  they  were  decayed 
wats  or  other  buildings.  One  was 
nearly  twenty  feet  in  height,  and  six  in 
thickness,  with  an  ascent  at  one  end  by 
a  flight  of  regular  steps.  The  thought 
was  peculiarly  solemn,  that  those  who 
had  here  lived,  had  long  since  passed 
away  in  all  the  darkness  of  heathenism. 
There  was  evidently,  once,  an  immense 
population.  Siamese  history  relates 
that  nearly  400  years  since,  the  l'egu- 
ans  sacked  the  place,  with  great  slaugh- 
ter. It  might  have  been  the  seat  of 
government  prior  to  this  time.  The 
wats  in  and  around  the  city,  which  evi- 
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dently  were  once  splendid,  were  now 
in  every  stage  of  decay,  and  the  im- 
ages much  mutilated.  Of  the  popula- 
tion, we  have  no  means  of  judging 
with  certainty.  We  think  it  cannot 
amount  to  more  than  50,000,  or  G0,000, 
one  fourth  of  whom  may  be  Chinese, 
and  the  ottiers  Siamese,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  Malays,  Burmans, 
Peguans,  &c.  Its  situation  is  about 
due  north  from  Bangkok,  though,  some 
part  of  the  way,  the  course  of  the  river 
is  serpentine.  The  distance  may  be 
sixty  or  seventy  miles. 


EXTRACTS  FROM   COMMUNICATIONS  OF 
MR.  SHUCK. 

Macao — Hainan — Cochin  China. 

Macao,  China,  Jan.  24,  1637.  The 
increasing  desire  of  my  heart  to  be- 
come personally  acquainted  with  the 
language,  people,  and  practical  govern- 
ment of  China,  prompted  me  to  leave 
Singapore  for  this  place  at  the  early 
period  I  did  ;  and,  by  the  blessing  of  the 
Master,  the  encouraging  progress  I  have 
made  in  these  particulars,  causes  me  to 
rejoice  in  the  step  I  have  taken.  The 
facilities  enjoyed  here  for  studying  the 
language  and  character  of  this  great 
people,  are  probably  such  as  could  not 
be  secured  any  where  out  of  China. 
Among  the  35,000  pagans  in  Macao  an 
abundance  of  teachers  can  be  had  for 
almost  any  dialect,  and  the  people  can 
be  visited  from  house  to  house,  and 
conversed  with  on  any  subject.  Any 
amount  of  Christian  books  can  also  be 
distributed ;  but  it  requires  to  be  done 
secretly,  for  fear  (not  of  the  Jews,  but) 
of  the  Catholics,  as  well  as  of  the  Chi- 
nese. There  are  three  periodicals,  (two 
weekly  and  one  monthly,)  published  in 
Canton,  devoted  to  matters  relating  to 
China  and  the  Chinese.  Eight  or  nine 
Europeati  ships  constantly  trade  to  the 
north-east  coast,  and  back  to  Lintin, 
and  consequently  repeated  information 
is  received  of  the  state  of  affairs  there. 
Every  important  item  in  the  "  Peking 
Gazette,"  is  speedily  translated,  thus 
one  is  enabled  to  feel  the  pulse  of  the 
whole  empire. 

I  by  no  means  consider  myself,  how- 
ever, permanently  loonted  in  Macao,  as, 
the  Lord  willing,  I  fully  intend,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Board,  to  occupy 
another  place  in  China  or  Cochin  China, 
as  soon  as  possibly  practicable.  As-sav- 
age barbarity  is  not  at  all  a  characteristic 
of  the  Chinese,  it  evidently  remains  yet 
tobi-  a.ictrtained  whether  it  is  not  possible 
even  at  the  present  tune,  for  two  or  throe 


missionary  families  combined,  to  effect  a 
settlement  on  some  part  of  the  two 
thousand  miles  of  sea-coast  under  Chi- 
nese jurisdiction,  notwithstanding  the 
haughty  attitude  the  Government  has 
assumed  toward  all  foreigners  indis- 
criminately. The  language,  however, 
can  be  acquired  as  well  in  the  present 
position  of  affairs,  as  in  any  other,  and 
single  missionaries  can  find  a  safe  res- 
idence in  Canton,  and  married  ones  in 
Macao.  The  Am.  Board  have  four  male 
missionaries  here  and  at  Canton,  and 
Mr.  Bridgman,  more  than  a  year  ago, 
wrote  to  them  to  send  a  missionary 
family  to  Macao.  The  London  Miss. 
Society  intend  placing  a  family  here. 

With  regard  to  Hainan,  I  would  ob- 
serve, that  it  is  considered  a  part  of 
Quangtong  (Canton)  province,  and  con- 
stitutes the  most  southerly  portion  of 
the  Chinese  empire.  It  is  productive, 
and  well  inhabited,  enjoys  a  fine  cli- 
mate, and,  being  distant  from  the  main 
body  of  the  empire,  the  mandarins  are 
not  so  hostile  to  foreigners  as  at  For- 
mosa, a  rich  and  beautiful  island  on  the 
north-east  coast  of  the  empire,  just  un- 
der the  tropic  of  Cancer,  and  where  the 
people  are  proverbial  for  their  hospital- 
ity to  strangers.  The  proximity  of 
Hainan  to  this  place,  makes  it  vastly 
more  easy  of  access  from  here  than 
from  Bangkok. 

I  have  repeatedly  endeavored  to  gain 
some  information  about  Cochin  China, 
but  have  hitherto  met  with  but  little 
success.  From  what  I  can  learn,  how- 
ever, I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
■rovemmcnt  is  less  hostile  to  foreigners 
than  the  government  of  this  country. 
Until  recently,  the  whole  of  Cochin 
China  has  been  in  quite  an  unsettled 
state.  There  has  been  much  internal 
commotion,  and  the  Siamese  have  for 
some  time  been  buzzing  about  their 
ears.  The  present  incumbent  of  the 
throne  of  Cochin  China  is  an  usurper, 
but  is  a  man  of  some  shrewdness  and  a 
little  enterprise.  The  probability  of  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between 
that  country  and  the  United  States  has 
in"  u  lately  rumored.  The  U.  S.  sloop 
of  war,  Peacock,  and  schooner  Enter- 
prise, touched  there  Inst  summer,  on 
their  way  from  Bangkok,  but  the  alarm- 
ing extent  of  sickness  among  the  offi- 
cers and  crews  rendered  it  inexpedient 
lor  them  to  protract  their  stay.*  Doubt- 
less much  important  and  practical  infor- 
mation would  have  been  secured. 


•  Scion  aflrr  llu-ir  ,irri\;il  in  M.icao,  tlie 
lion.  Edmund  Huberts,  U.  Si  Envoy  lo  llvfc 
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Conversion  and  Baptism  of  Ahea  A  Loo. 

25.  I  feel  assured  you  will  mingle 
your  thanksgivings  with  ours,  when  we 
tell  you  that  we  have  the  most  encour- 
aging evidence  of  the  conversion  of  an 
interesting  Chinaman,  a  native  of  the 
eastern  part  of  this  province.  He  emi- 
grated from  his  country  about  eight  years 
ago,  and  fell  in  with  many  Christian 
books,  the  constant  perusal  of  which 
led  him,  more  than  two  years  ago,  to 
abandon  his  idols  and  the  superstitions 
of  his  countrymen.  For  some  time  he 
has  been  an  anxious  inquirer  after  truth, 
and  for  several  months  the  loveliness  of 
his  walk  and  conversation  has  caused 
us  to  believe  him  to  be  a  genuine  dis- 
ciple of  the  Savior.  Although  his  case 
has  been  decidedly  interesting,  I  have 
hitherto  omitted  any  remark  concerning 
him,  fearing  lest  our  trembling  and 
anxious  hopes  should  be  dashed,  and 
we  be  censured  for  our  groundless  and 
hasty  conclusions. 

I  cannot  now  record  the  whole  of  the 
several  conversations  I  have  had  with 
him  on  the  subject.  A  short  time  ago, 
I  endeavored  to  explain  to  him  the  or- 
dinances of  baptism,  and  the  Lord's 
supper.  He  appeared  interested  in  the 
representations.  Last  night,  he  said 
he  wished  to  be  baptized  in  obedience 
to  the  command  of  the  Savior  of  sin- 
ners. I  told  him  I  would  readily  and 
joyfully  meet  his  wishes.  "  Cut,"  said 
he,  "  my  countrymen  have  such  wicked 
hearts,  and  the  government  officers 
cherish  such  enmity  to  Jesus,  and  all 
who  are  called  by  his  name,  that  should 
I  be  found  out,  attempts  would  be  made 
to  arrest  and  imprison  me."  I  mention- 
ed to  him,  that  he  could  be  baptized  in 
the  evening,  if  he  chose  it,  but  particu- 
larly told  him  that  Jesus  required  his 
followers,  in  obeying  his  commands,  to 
fear  Him  who  could  kill  both  soul  and 
body,  rather  than  those  who  could  kill 
the  body  only. 

28.  This  morning  Mr.  GutzlafT 
breakfasted  with  us,  and  held  a  conver- 
sation with  Ahea  A  Loo,  (the  man  spo- 
ken of  above,)  in  accordance  with  our 
previous  desire  and  particular  invi- 
tation. I  felt  quite  certain,  that 
I  understood  him,  and  that  he  un- 
derstood ine,  but  not  having  been  at 
the  language  twelve  months,  I  was  anx- 

courts  of  Muscat  and  Siain,  and  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, commander  of  the  Enterprise,  !>oth  died. 

To  the  memory  of  each  of  those  Worth]  men, 
a  neat  granite  monument  lias  been  erected  by 
the  prompt  liberality  of  the  American  mer- 
chants of  Canton. 


ious  to  have  Mr.  GutzlafFs  opinion,  as 
he  had  been  conversant  with  it  more" 
than  ten  years.  The  conversation  was 
short,  but  he  questioned  him  closely, 
and  pronounced  his  case  to  be  encour- 
agingly favorable. 

29.  At  Mr.  GutzlafFs  request,  the 
Chinaman  visited  him  to-day,  at  his 
own  house,  and,  having  conversed  and 
read  and  prayed  with  him,  Mr.  GutzlafT 
said  he  felt  reassured  of  his  sincerity. 

31.  This  morning  A  Loo  and  I  went 
to  select  a  place  for  baptizing,  and  soon 
found  one  with  which  we  were  both 
pleased.  During  the  day  we  spent 
several  hours  together,  in  preparatory 
exercises.  I  first  read  and  explained 
the  commission  of  the  Savior  to  his 
apostles,  showing  him  again,  also,  the 
likeness  of  baptism  to  a  burial  and 
resurrection,  and  its  other  connections. 
I  endeavored  to  give  him  some  idea  of 
the  Trinity,  of  the  office  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  of  a  change  of  heart,  of  the  duties 
of  a  Christian,  and  of  the  final  awards 
of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked.  We 
read  together  the  Lord's  prayer,  and  oc- 
cupied some  time  in  remarking  upon  it, 
and  a  short  one  I  had  composed.  He 
asked  many  questions  of  pertinent  sim- 
plicity, which  greatly  interested  me, 
and  we  closed  our  interview  by  kneel- 
ing, and  offering  a  short  petition  to  our 
kind  and  common  Redeemer.  I  would 
just  observe,  that  in  talking,  we  both  use 
many  Malay  words,  which  enables  us 
better  to  understand  each  other.  He 
speaks  the  Malay  language  pretty  well, 
having  resided  in  the  Straits  several 
years.  ^ 

At  seven  o'clock  this  evening,  we 
repaired  to  the  water,  and  although  the 
natural  sun  was  not  permitted  to  attest 
this  first  baptismal  scene  in  China,  yet 
the  effulgence  of  the  Sun  of  Right- 
eousness shone  upon  us,  and  if  ever 
we  felt  his  genial  rays  it  was  then. 
Contrary  to  our  expectations,  we  did 
not  <to  half  so  far  as  we  anticipated,  but 
stopped  on  the  beach  at  a  suitable  place 
within  a  few  rods  of  a  large  Portuguese 
fort,  with  mounted  ramparts.  Here,  in 
broken  sentences,  we  united  our  hearts 
in  prayer  to  God,  that  He  would  for- 
give our  great  weakness  and  many  im- 
perfections, and  grant  us  His  smile  and 
heavenly  grace,  now  and  during  our 
whole  lives.  Then,  handing  my  cap 
and  cane  to  Mrs.  Shuck,  who  stood  on 
the  batik,  as  the  only  earthly  witness  of 
this  joyful  event,  I  had  the  privilege  of 
burying  with  Christ  in  baptism  this 
willing  convert  from  heathenism,  beinp 
the  first  Chinese  that  was  ever  baptized 
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within  the  confines  of  this  vast  and 
idolatrous  empire.  To  God  Almighty, 
and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit,  be  the  praise  forever  and  ever. 
May  the  waves  that  lash  these  shores 
be  speedily  consecrated  to  similar 
scenes,  but  more  abundant  converts! 
Returning  from  the  water,  my  beloved 
wife  and  I  fell  down  at  our  family  altar, 
and  lilted  our  hearts  and  voices  in 
thanksgivings  to  our  blessed  Heavenly 
Father,  for  His  multiplied  goodness  unto 
us,  and  particularly,  for  encouraging  us 
thus  early,  in  our  missionary  undertak- 
ing, by  making  us  instrumental  in  bring- 
ing into  the  fold  of  the  Savior  even  one 
immortal  soul  from  among  these  throng- 
ing millions  of  dying  pagans. 

A  Loo  has  a  most  amiable  disposition, 
and  the  pleasure  we  have  experienced 
in  contemplating  his  case,  from  time  to 
time — connected  as  it  is  with  future 
and  brightening  prospects — has  of  itself 
amply  repaid  us  for  any  sacrifice  we 
may  have  made  in  the  cause  of  our 
blessed  Master.  He  has  a  good  mind 
and  much  genuine  common  sense  ;  can 
read  and  write  his  own  language,  and 
speaks,  to  some  extent,  two  or  three  di- 
alects. He  entered  our  employ,  on  our 
arrival  at  Singapore,  and  has  been  with 
us  ever  since,  and  says  he  is  willing  to 
take  a  tour  with  me,  to  his  own  part  of 
the  empire,  to  Hainan,  or  to  Cochin 
China.  He  bids  fair  to  become  a  valu- 
able assistant,  although  at  present  but 
a  babe  in  Christ,  and  needing  much  in- 
struction. He  asked  me  not  long  since, 
if  it  were  not  in  accordance  with  the 
doctrines  of  Jesus, — as  I  taught  him, — 
that  he  should  teach  another,  and  that 
other  still  another,  and  so  on  until  all 
men  should  know  the  Lord.  How  cer- 
tain it  is,  in  all  countries,  when  an  indi- 
vidual has  truly  tasted  that  the  Lord  is 
gracious,  that  he  immediately  desires 
others  to  participate  in  the  same  bless- 
ings. This,  to  us,  is  another  evidence 
of  this  man's  attachment  to  Christ.  In 
the  midst  of  my  happiness,  however,  I 
cannot  help  sometimes  feeling  unhappy, 
when  I  reflect  how  liable  he  will  be  to 
persecution  and  imprisonment,  should 
he  be  found  out.  A  young  man  now 
lies  in  Canton  prison,  because  his  father, 
whom  they  could  not  catch,  professed 
Christianity.  The  death-warrant  of 
Leang  A  Fa,  the  Chinese  evangelist, 
now  at  Malacca,  has  already  been  sign- 
ed. Opposition  to  the  gospel  by  this 
ignorant  and  obstinate  government,  is 
stronger  at  Canton  than  any  where  else 
in  the  empire.  May  the  Lord  soon  di- 
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rect  us  to  some  spot,  where  we  may  take 
up  our  abode,  and  quietly  pursue  our 
work.  The  Chinese  officers  are  all 
too  great  cowards,  to  offer  any  personal 
violence  to  the  missionary,  but  will  do 
all  in  their  power  to  harass  his  soul,  by 
persecuting  his  converts.  A  Loo,  how- 
ever, being  a  stranger  here,  will  proba- 
bly be  unnoticed  for  some  time.  I  feel 
just  now,  greatly,  the  need  of  a  col- 
leasue  or  two,  as  with  this  man  *e 
could  forthwith  commence  a  tour  to  the 
north-east  coast,  or  to  Cochin  China. 
Hainan  being  only  two  or  three  days' 
sail  from  here,  I  shall  probably  visit  it 
pretty  soon.  Should  it  be  fully  ascer- 
tained that  missionaries  cannot  labor  in 
China,  there  are  any  amount  of  places 
close  by,  where  they  can  labor,  and  that 
too  among  Chinese.  In  looking  all 
around  me,  toward  every  point  of  the 
compass,  I  almost  involuntarily  ex- 
claim, O  how  vast  the  field,  yet  how 
few  the  laborers!  How  plenteous  the 
harvest,  and  yet  how  lightly  regarded 
is  the  last  command  of  the  ascending 
Savior,  Go  leach  all  nations!!! 

Attempt  to  Visit  Hainan — Attack  of  Pi- 
rates— Return. 

South  Coast  of  China,  Feb.  21. 
About  nine  o'clock,  last  night,  I  came 
on  board  this  vessel,  (which  is  a  small 
native  junk,)  with  the  design  of  pro- 
ceeding to  Hainan,  for  the  purpose  of 
endeavoring  to  ascertain  whether  a 
missionary  residence  can  be  effected 
any  where  upon  that  island.  We  had 
several  boxes,  containing  books,  medi- 
cines, provisions,  &c,  and  the  present 
strict  regulations  against  opium  caus- 
ed me  to  have  many  apprehensions  of 
our  being  stopped  on  our  way  to  the 
junk,  thinking  the  boxes  would  proba- 
bly be  taken  for  opium  ;  and  Christian 
books  being  also  interdicted,  are  liable 
to  seizure  at  any  time.  The  Chinese, 
indeed,  are  far  less  hostile  to  opium, 
with  all  its  withering  ills,  than  to  Chris- 
tianity, with  all  its  offers  of  peace,  and 
temporal  blessings,  and  eternal  life. 
We  were,  however,  entirely  unmolest- 
ed, although  we  had  to  row  within  a 
few  rods  of  seven  war  junks,  and  were 
eagerly  gazed  nt  by  numbers  on  bonrd 
of  two  or  three  of  them.  The 
moon  shone  brightly,  and  our  boxes 
must  have  been  observed,  and  why  wo 
were  not  hailed,  I  cannot  precisely  de- 
termine. 

We  lay  until  five  o'clock,  this  morn- 
ing, at  the  entrance  of  what  is  called 


58 


Chinese: — Communications  of  Mr.  Skvck. 


the  "inner  harbor,"  when  we  got  under 
way,  wind  and  tide  being  favorable. 
The  vessel  in  which  we  snil,  is  nearly 
twenty  years  old.  There  are  two 
masts, and  only  two  matsails,  whichone 
would  think,  from  their  appearance, 
couid  vie  with  the  vessel  in  point  of 
antiquity.  She  is  fifty  feet  long,  and 
twelve  feet  wide  across  the  beams,  and 
can  carry  about  forty  thousand  pounds 
of  cargo;  but,  like  her  owners,  has 
nothing  fascinating  about  her  exterior. 
In  common  also  with  all  other  junks 
of  the  "middle  kingdom,"  she  l:as  a 
large  and  prominent  eye  upon  each  of 
her  bows,  put  there  by  the  builders,  to 
enable  her  to  see  her  way  through 
"the  trackless  waters,"  when  the  sable 
curtain  of  night,  or  the  mists  of  the 
driving  storm,  renders  useless  the  more 
feeble  vision  of  her  sturdy  mariners. 
I  have  the  largest  cabin  in  the  vessel, 
the  length  being  ten  feet,  and  the 
breadth  five  feet  and  a  half.  A  though 
I  cannot  stand  upright  in  it,  yet  it  is 
tolerably  clean  and  dry,  and  admits  of 
a  free  ventilation,  which  is  of  the  first 
importance.  In  the  next  apartment  to 
mine  is  the  shrine  of  their  goddess, 
"Ma  Tso  Po,"  decorated  with  artificial 
flowers  and  gilt  paper,  and  before 
which  they  stick  burning  incense  into 
bowls  of  sand  or  ashes.  This  is  the 
commencement  of  the  Chinese  New 
Year,  and  the  most  felicitous  period  of 
the  whole  twelve  "  moons,"  and  every 
part  of  the  junk  (particularly  the  inte- 
rior.) has  small  pieces  of  paper  pasted 
up,  having  proverbs,  wishes  and  super- 
stitious sentiments  written  upon  them. 
Among  the  many  of  these  papers  in  my 
cabin,  is  one  much  larger  than  the 
others,  having  upon  it  the  character 
which  signifies  "  hap/riness"  being  an 
expressed  wish  that  happiness  may  en- 
ter the  apartment.  Be  it  so,  say  I,  and 
may  it  come  from  Him  who  is  the  only 
true  source  of  all  genuine  happiness! 
When  I  so  frequently  observe  the  man- 
ifestations of  anxiety  fir  happiness,  on 
the  part  of  the  heathen,  my  mind  at 
once  recurs  to  the  words  of  the  prophet, 
where  he  says,  (speaking  of  Christ,) 
■  He  shall  be  the  desire  of  all  nations." 
Now  as  all  nations  evidently  desire  and 
strive  for  happiness,  (yet  awfully  fail  in 
their  attempts,)  and  as  Christ  is  the  only 
fountain  of  all  true  happiness,  they  ig- 
noranlly  de<irc  Him  in  the  same  sense 
that  the  Athenians  ignorantly  worship- 
ped God. 

As  to  our  crew,  I  can  yet  say  but  lit- 
tle. They  are  six  in  number,  including 
the  capt tin,  and  are  a  hardy  and  rough- 


looking  set  of  fellows.  From  the  of- 
fensive fumes  last  night,  I  know  there 
are  opium-smokers  among  them.  The 
captain  did  not  come  on  board  until 
midnight,  and  has  been  asleep  in  his 
cabin  the  whole  of  the  day,  up  to  the 
present  time,  owing  probably  to  the 
amount  of  opium  he  consumed  before 
leaving  shore.  The  navigation  of  the 
junk  docs  not  seem  to  be  under  his 
direction,  but  another's,  who  is  active 
and  friendly.  All  together,  we  are  nine 
in  number,  I  having  two  Chinese  at- 
tendants. A  Loo,  who  acts  as  my  in- 
terpreter and  assistant,  is  a  most  amia- 
ble and  conscientious  man.  He  antici- 
pates all  my  want-,  and  faithfully  su- 
perintends all  my  concerns,  to  the  best 
advantage.  Truly,  I  have  cause  of 
thankfulness  to  the  Lord,  that  I  ever 
fell  in  with  such  a  man.  Before  slart- 
i n  j,  I  offered  to  increase  his  wages,  but 
he  positively  refused  to  accept  more 
than  I  had  been  giving  him  from  the 
first  month  he  entered  my  employ.  I 
should  have  mentioned  in  a  former 
communication,  that  A  Loo  received 
much  Christian  instruction  at  Singa- 
pore, from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomsen,  a 
Danish  missionary,  now,  I  believe,  in 
the  United  States.  We  are  now  pass- 
ing between  numerous  islands,  which 
do  not  appear  so  rugged  and  barren  as 
those  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Ma- 
cao. Our  course  brought  us  among  a 
vast  number  of  fishing-boats;  and  on 
the  islands,  on  either  side,  we  observed 
villages,  about  twelve  o'clock. 

The  above  was  written  before  three 
o'clock,  at  which  time  goinsr  on  deck, 
I  saw,  just  astern  of  us,  two  larjje  sail- 
boats, making  hard  after  us,  with  oars 
on  both  sides.  To  me,  they  appeared 
suspicious  at  first  sight,  but  to  none 
of  us  sufficiently  so,  to  cause  us  to  make 
preparations  for  defence.  The  wind 
having  almost  entirely  died  away,  they 
soon  came  up,  and  we  were  at  once 
convinced  that  they  were  pirates.  The 
sailors  cried  out  to  them  to  keep  aloof, 
and  go  away;  but  they  answered  only 
by  coining  closer,  and  pouring  in  upon 
us  a  shower  of  large  stones.  We  had 
aboard  one  short  fowling-piece,  a  pistol, 
and  a  Chinese  match-gun  ;  ami  with 
these  we  fired  upon  the  pirates  a  num- 
ber of  times,  and  after  an  engagement 
of  twenty  minutes,  succeeded  in  driv- 
ing them  off.  The  navigator  of  our 
vessel,  who  was  the  bravest  of  the  crew, 
received  from  the  pirates  three  Inrge 
and  serious  wounds  upon  his  head, 
which  causes  the  poor  fellow  to  suffer 
cousiderably.    He  had  just  previously 
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had  his  head  shaved  close  to  the  skin, 
(as  is  the  universal  custom  of  the  Chi- 
nese,) and  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
the  stones  from  having  severe  effect. 
I  dressed  his  wounds  as  well  as  I  could, 
but  he  is  almost  quite  disabled.  The 
captain  proved  himself  a  complete  cow- 
ard, at  the  very  tirne  the  pirates  were 
taaking  their  most  desperate  efforts  to 
board  us.  lie  gave  up  f°r  and, 
seizing  the  fowling-piece,  ran  below 
and  hid  it,  atid  himself  also.  With 
much  reluctance,  he  was  prevailed  upon 
to  restore  the  gun,  and  assist  in  repell- 
ing the  robbers.  They  finally  went 
away,  threatening  vengeance  upon  us, 
on  our  return.  Earn  boat  contained 
fifteen  men,  but  as  they  have  no  fire- 
arms, they  used  no  other  weapons  than 
stones,  not  being  permitted  to  corne 
close  enough  to  use  their  iron  board- 
ing-pikes. We  knew  by  their  dialect 
that  they  were  Macao-Chinese,  and 
they  doubtless  were  aware  of  our  leav- 
ing port,  and  supposed,  probably,  that 
we  had  opium  and  money.  I  hardly 
know  how  to  express  my  gratitude  to 
God  for  this  merciful  deliverance,  in 
view  of  the  want  of  wind,  the  umvield- 
iness  of  the  junk,  and  the  few  ness  tnd 
cowardice  of  our  numbers. 

The  only  man  who  properly  knew 
how  to  manage  the  sailing,  being 
wounded,  and  other  considerations  con- 
curring, I  here  proposed  to  return,  but 
the  captain  replied,  it  was  impossible, 
as  the  w  ind  which  had  just  sprung  up, 
would  be  against  us;  and  if  it  were 
not,  «  e  would  be  liable  to  another,  and, 
on  (he  part  of  the  pirates,  a  more  suc- 
cessful attack.  We  tiiereforc  proceed- 
ed until  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  when 
the  men  refused  to  go  any  farther,  and 
dropped  anchor. 

2E&  Early  this  mnming,  I  did  all  I 
could  in  the  way  of  entreating,  urging 
and  demanding,  to  cet  the  sailors  to 
start,  but  to  no  purpose.     At  one  time 
they  would  say  the  sea  was  too  high,  at 
another  the  wind  was  unfavorable,  and 
affdin.  that  they  were  afraid  to  go  alone. 
They  promised  to  start  as  soon  as  they 
had  their  breakfast ;  but  when  the  time 
came,  iIk-v  Mill  refused.     The  rocking 
and  rolling  of  the  vnssel  were  so  great, 
that  I  whs  completely  prostrated  with  ; 
sea-sickness.    A  Loo  urged  this  as  r.  I 
rea*on  why  they  should  proceed,  and' 
nhout  two  o'clock,  P.  M  ,  t hoy  sailed  a  I 
mile  or  two,  to  obtain  smooth  water,  i 
and  aryain  dropped  anchor,  among  five 
or  six  BeblRg-junka,  close  to  a  small 
tillage. 

23.  At  five  o'clock  this  morning,  I 


I  endeavored  to  prevail  upon  the  men  to 
start,  but  they  urged  the  plea,  that  it 
was  too  cold.     Nothing  we  could  say, 
w  ould  move  them,  although  they  prom- 
ised to  go  as  soon  as  they  had  had  their 
breakfast,  which  promise,  how  ever,  they 
I  did  not  fulfil.    I  was  anxious  to  remove 
from  the  place  where  w  e  lay, as  it  w  as  not 
thought  proper  tor  me  to  cc  me  on  deck, 
lest  the  men  of  the  other  junks  should 
see  me,  and  we  thereby  run  the  risk  of 
more  trouble.    A  few-  hours  afterw  ards, 
a  large  junk  passing  by,  bound  toTyao, 
a  village  on  the  coast,  about  sixty  miles 
from  Macao,  the  sailors,  who  had  been 
afraid  to  proceed  alone,  immediately 
j'.ined  company.  This  was  nine  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  and,  alter  sailing  past  several 
pleasant  looking  villages,  among  which 
were  Mang.  Soah,  and  Ah  King  Soah, 
we  arrived  at  Tvao  at  half  past  five 
o'clock,  P.  M.    Tyao  is  a  beautifully 
situated  village,  containing  one  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  is  the  residence  of  a 
Chinese  mandarin,  and  has  a  safe  and 
commodious  harbor  for  native  vessels. 
Several  large  junks  being  in  the  harbor, 
A  Loo,  as  had  been  pievionsly  agreed 
upon,  went  to  secure  one  to  take  us 
back  to  JIt'.cao.     He  was  gone  seme 
time,  and  when  he  returned,  came  run- 
ning below,  telling  nie  that  there  was  a 
large  junk,  belet.ging  to  his  part  of  the 
country,  in  which  we  could  obtain  a 
passage.     She  had  just  arrived  with  a 
cargo  from  Hainan,  intended  touching 
i  t   Macao,  and   would    sail  to-night. 
We  soon  left  our  first  vessel,  and  her 
wretched  crew,  and,  at  one  o'clock  at 
night,  the  tide  being  favorable,  we  got 
under  way,  and  bent  our  course,  against 
the  monsoon,  tow  ards  Macao. 

24.  This  morning  I  excited  much 
J  curiosity  among  snnie  of  the  sailors, 
>  w  ho  examined  minutely  every  part  of 
i  my  dress,  and  asked  the  most  childish 
questions.  There  is  one  man  on  board 
who  sailed  in  the  same  junk  with  Mr. 
Gutzlafffrom  Bangkok  to  Shanghar,  on 
his  first  voyage  up  the  coast.  He  re- 
fers to  the  circumstance  as  an  interest- 
in;:  event  in  the  history  of  Ins  life.  To- 
day I  had  the  happiness  to  know,  that 
although  I  failed  to  reach  my  destina- 
tion. I  iv ns  enabled,  by  starting.toniako 
satisfactory  inquiries  bearing  directly 
en  the  object  of  my  intended  tour.  The 
captain  of  thifl  vessel  is  friendly,  intel- 
ligent and  communicative,  and  has  been 
trading  to  nil  parts  of  Hainan  for  more 
than  tan  years.  I  interrogated  him  on 
all  points  touching  intercourse  with  the 
people  there.  He  told  me  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  me  to  effect  a  rcsi- 


60 


Chinese  : — Communications  of  Mr.  Shuck. 


dence  there,  under  the  present  system 
of  his  Government;  and  also  that  it 
would  be  unsafe  and  impracticable  to 
distribute  books,  with  a  Chinese  vessel 
and  Chinese  attendants.  (No  other 
than  Chinese  vessels  go  to  Hainan  from 
any  part  of  the  world).  He  thought, 
however,  I  might  succeed  in  viewing 
the  country,  provided  I  took  no  Chris- 
tian books  with  me,  nor  tarried  longer 
than  a  day  or  two  in  one  place.  He 
said,  if  I  would  agree  to  go  to  Hainan 
to  see  the  country,  he  would  call  for 
me  on  his  return,  and  take  me  in  his 
vessel.  He  is  fond  of  foreigners,  and 
wishes  them  to  live  in  his  country  ;  but 
is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  would  not 
do  at  all,  to  attempt  it  at  Hainan,  or 
any  where  else  in  the  empire,  under 
existing  circumstances. 

During  the  day  the  sailors  were  get- 
ing  things  in  readiness,  in  case  of  an 
attack  from  pirates.  At  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  we  came  to  anchor, 
the  tide  being  against  us. 

25.  Last  night,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the 
tide  having  turned,  the  junk  was  start- 
ed, and  about  two  hours  afterwards 
all  hands  were  aroused  by  the  cry  of 
pirates,  pirates.  Every  part  of  the  ves- 
sel was  filled  with  noise  and  bustle,  but 
things  were  soon  prepared  for  defence, 
and  A  Loo  advised  me  to  remain  in  my 
cabin  until  he  called  me.  In  about 
half  an  hour,  he  returned,  and  said  the 
pirates  were  in  a  large  vessel,  and  came 
right  up  to  us,  but,  seeing  the  men  ready 
to  repel  them,  fell  astern.  Since  I  left 
Macao,  five  days  ago,  I  should  think 
I  have  experienced  a  small  share  of  the 
feelings  naturally  attendant  upon  what 
the  Apostle  calls  "perils  by  sea."  I 
rejoiced  to  know,  however,  that  my 
soul  and  body,  and  the  interests  of  all 
that  is  near  and  dear  to  me,  for  time  and 
eternity,  are  in  the  hands  of  Him  who 
is  mighty  to  save,  and  strong  to  deliver, 
to  the  uttermost.  May  his  grace  be 
sufficient  for  me. 

2(>.  Sabbath.  Last  night  we'  an- 
chored, until  the  tide  should  change,  at 
a  place  said,  by  the  sailors,  to  be  half 
way  between  Tyao  and  Macao.  This 
morning,  several  large  junks  are  sailing 
close  to  us,  and  should  we  keep  compa- 
ny, there  will  probably  be  less  danger 
from  pirates,  ns  they  rarely  make  an 
attack  when  two  junks  arc  close  togeth- 
er, and  sailing  the  same  way.  To  me, 
this  day,  even  in  my  present  situation, 
returns  with  many  endeared  remem- 
brances ;  but  to  the  other  immortal  be- 
ings in  the  same  vessel,  and  to  the  mil- 
lions of  their  countrymen  also,  it  is  as 


other  days,  to  them  unhallowed,  and 
their  thoughts  are  busied  about  nothing 
else  than  eating,  sleeping  and  working. 
Dining  the  whole  of  last  night,  I  had 
scarcely  any  sleep.  Very  damp  and 
foggy  to-day  in  the  forenoon.  The 
pirates  seem  determined  to  have  us. 
Again  to-day,  about  one  o'clock,  while 
the  men  were  at  dinner,  we  found  that 
we  were  being  chased  by  a  large  sav- 
age looking  piratical  junk,  with  all  sails 
set,  and  twelve  oars  going.  Another 
small  junk  seeing  the  robbers  coming, 
sailed  and  rowed  up  close  to  us,  to  im- 
plore our  protection.  The  pirates  ob- 
serving the  two  junks  together,  and  the 
sailors  with  their  '.natch-locks  and  iron 
pikes,  ready  to  repel  them,  sheared  off, 
after  cominir  so  close  that  I  could  plain- 
ly discern  their  savage  countenances. 
Thus  the  Lord  still  continues  to  deliver 
us  from  these  prowling  marauders. 
Tomorrow  will  probably  be  our  most 
critical  day,  as  the  pirates  will  be  nu- 
merous, and  the  water  shallow.  In  the 
God  of  Israel  alone,  I  trust  for  protec- 
tion and  deliverance. 

27.  Two  junks  anchored  quite  close 
to  us  last  night,  being  afraid  of  pirates, 
with  which  the  whole  coast,  from  Macao 
to  Tyao,  is  at  present  evidently  infest- 
ed. At  ten  o'clock  this  morning,  our 
vessel  was  run  aground,  having  stood 
too  long  on  one  tack.  Thanks  to  a  kind 
providence,  however,  she  was  soon  put 
afloat  again,  by  the  prompt  efforts  of  the 
sailors.  An  hour  afterwards  we  were 
joined  by  another  large  junk,  from  Hai- 
nan, bound  to  Chin  Chew,  and  intend- 
ing also  to  touch  at  Macao.  It  was 
agreed  that  both  vessels  should  sail 
close  together,  in  hopes  of  escaping  an 
attack.  A  large  Hokien  junk,  being 
alone,  was  lately  cut  off  near  Macao. 
I  was  not  at  all  aware  of  the  extent  of 
these  piracies  and  pirates,  before  start- 
ing, although  I  endeavored  to  ascertain. 
I  knew  they  had  existed  a  few  years 
ago,  to  an  alarming  extent  along  this 
coast,  but  did  not  know  it  was  the  case 
at  present.  The  day  more  windy 
than  yesterday,  and  also  more  pleasant, 
it  not  being  so  damp  and  cloudy. 

28.  The  junk  that  joined  us  yester- 
day, continued  with  us  until  we  anchor- 
ed in  the  evening,  and  all  being  fearful 
of  an  attack,  both  vessels  were  lashed 
together  with  strong  ropes.  Some  of 
the  men  of  the  other  vessel  being  sick, 
I  had  the  privilege  of  administering 
medicine  to  them,  as  I  had  previou.-lv 
done  to  those  I  found  diseased  in  this 
one.  These  men  stated,  that  about  six 
weeks  ago,  they  were  coining  with  a 
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full  cargo  from  Hainan,  and  being  al- 
most within  sight  of  Macao,  were  as- 
sailed by  about  fifty  pirates,  who  inhu- 
manly beat  them,  and  robbed  them  of 
all  their  cargo  and  money.  They  re- 
turned to  Hainan,  and  in  some  way  or 
other  made  up  another  cargo,  and  are 
now  much  excited,  lest  they  again  fall 
into  the  hands  of  these  abandoned 
thieves  of  the  sea.  I  regard  it  as  prov- 
idential, that  the  two  vessels  fell  in 
with  each  other,  for  were  they  now 
alone  they  would  scarcely  escape  ;  and 
probably,  we  shall  yet  have  a  battle. 
The  weapons  of  defence  in  these  junks, 
are  iron  match-guns',  and  iron  pikes,  of 
many  shapes,  with  long  wooden  handles. 
They  also  have  bamboo  guns,  about  as 
large  round  as  a  man's  wrist,  bound 
round  tightly  with  ratans,  to  keep 
them  from  splitting.  The  iron  guns 
they  load  with  a  few  pieces  of  lead, 
and  the  bamboo  ones  with  a  piece  of  a 
soft  stone,  about  an  inch  long,  and  cut 
just  large  enough  to  fit  the  gun.  Some 
of  their  pikes,  made  in  the  shape  of  a 
half  moon,  are  precisely  similar  to  those 
used  by  this  singular  people  in  the  ear- 
liest ages  of  their  history.  As  far  as  I 
can  ascertain,  there  are  no  other  nations 
who  use  these  iustruments  at  present, 
except  the  Turks.  When  they  saw  the 
pirates  coming  upon  them,  these  men 
were  exceedingly  active.  Every  man 
seemed  to  know  and  to  fill  his  post. 
Banisters  were  made  on  the  sides  of 
the  vessel,  by  speedily  tying  up  long 
bamboo  poles,  on  which  they  spread 
fishing  nets,  to  render  boarding  more 
difficult.  These  nets  they  poured  wa- 
ter upon,  to  keep  them  from  being  set 
on  fire.  Tubs  of  water  were  also  soon 
dipped  from  the  sea,  to  be  ready  for  use, 
in  case  the  pirates  should  succeed  in 
setting  the  vessel  on  fire.  None  seem- 
ed appalled  or  cowardly  but  all  appeared 
ready,  some  with  their  pikes  grasped, 
and  Others  with  tiieir  guns  in  their 
hands,  having  also  large  matches  wrap- 
ped several  times  around  the  right 
wrist,  while  they  held  the  lighted  end 
between  the  thumb  and  fore-finger,  rea- 
dy for  action.  T\>  render  it  difficult 
also,  to  cut  the  rudder  rope,  a  net  was 
spread  over  it,  and  a  man  with  a  large 
basket  of  stones,  mounted  the  high 
stern. 

March  I.    Yesterday  we  saw  a  brif 

bound  out,  and  this  morning  at  half  past 
six,  we  came  in  light  of  the  shipping, 
in  Macao  (toad*.  To  me  it  was  n  joy- 
fill  flight.  Last  night,  however,  1  was 
grieved  to  the  soul  at  witnessing  an 
idolatrous  and  senseless  performance  by 


one  of  the  sailors.  The  goodness  of 
God,  instead  of  leading  these  beings  to 
him,  drives  them  farther  from  him. 
This  man  is  the  only  one  I  have  seen 
guilty  of  idolatry,  since  I  have  been  in 
this  vessel.  I  reproved  him  for  his  folly 
before  the  others,  and  entreated  him,  as 
well  as  I  could,  to  worship  God  and 
the  Savior.  He  understood  me.  All 
on  board  are  Tio  Chew  men,  and  have 
treated  me  with  kindness  and  attention. 
It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  the 
tnost  abandoned  part  of  this  vast  people 
is  composed  of  those  who  have  had  most 
to  do  with  foreigners.  They  have  most 
adeptly  caught  all  their  vices,  but  un- 
fortunately none  of  their  virtues.  This 
is  another  growing  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  promulgating  the  gospel  in  the  south- 
ern part  ol  < !hina  Proper. 

At  seven  o'clock  this  evening,  and 
after  a  perilous  absence  of  ten  days,  I 
found  myself  once  more  in  the  bosom  of 
my  beloved  family.  For  the  protecting 
mercy,  and  sustaining  care  of  the  Lord 
of  Hosts,  may  I  ever  be  duly  grateful. 


(Sfertnanj, 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  JOURNAL  OF  MR. 
ONCKEN. 

(Continued  from  p.  306,  last  vol.) 

In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Onekpn,  published  in 
our  last  volume,  pp.  306-7,  a  summary  notiee 
was  given  of  the  baptism  of  ten  individuals  at 
Hamburg,  and  the  constitution- of  a  church, 
of  six  members,  at  Berlin.  Some  interesting 
details  of  these  and  other  occurrences  will 
be  found  in  the  subjoined  extracts  from  his 

journal, 

.March  5, 18:37.  Lord's-day.  Blessed 
be  God,  this  has  been  a  delightful  day  to 
our  souls.  The  meeting  was  numer- 
ously attended  in  the  morning,  many 
strangers  were  present.  Under  tho 
discourse,  founded  on  Luke  xv  :  11-2:5, 
a  deep  impression  was  made  on  some, 
who  are  still  without. 

While  surrounding  the  table  of  our 
Lord,  we  experienced  Ins  gracious 
presence  ;  our  hearts  were  melted,  and 
the  Lord  commanded  his  Spirit  to  blow 
on  his  garden.  Holy  joy  and  gratitude 
appeared  to  fill  every  heart.  Oh,  how 
blessed,  to  have  a  name  and  a  place 
among  God's  children ! 

"  My  willing  soul  would  stay, 
In  such  a  frame  as  this." 

Iii  the  evening  I  detached  a  number 
of  our  brethren  to  hold  a  piayer-mcct- 
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ing  at  brother  Lance's,  fearing  there 
would  not  bo  sufficient  room  for  stran- 
gers, at  t m r  usual  place  for  preaching. 
In  the  afternoon  I  had  a  long  conversa- 
tion with  a  Jew,  to  whom  I  showed  his 
danger,  and  his  only  way  of  escape  by 
applying  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He 
listened  with  attention,  and  promised 
to  rail  again. 

7.  Two  new  applicants  for  baptism, 
called  to-day.  Prom  the  conversation  I 
had  with  them,  I  doubt  not  but  that  both 
have  been  taught  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 
Both  told  me  that  they  placed  all  their 
hope  for  pardon  on  the  precious  blood  oi 
Christ,  and  that  they  wished  to  follow 
him,  to  the  end  of  their  lives.  Honor, 
glory,  and  blessing  be  to  the  triune 
Jehovah,  for  all  the  displays  of  his  grace 
among  us. 

12.  Lord's-day.  Another  blessed  day 
of  sacred  rest  to  me  and  my  dear  peo- 
ple.   The  attendance  at  my  house  in 

the  morning  was  still  more  ni  rous. 

Some  of  my  hearers  were  deeply  affect- 
ed, especially  an  old  gentleman  from 
the  country,  formerly  a  physician,  but 
at  present  a  farmer.  His  at.lent.ion  was 
drawn  to  the  truth,  through  one  of  our 
brethren,  which,  I  doubt  not,  will  end 
in  his  conversion  to  God.  I  hope  the 
Spirit  ofGod  has  commenced  a  good 
work  in  him.  He  told  one  of  our  breth- 
ren, the  bible  had  been  read  more  in 
his  house  during  the  last  month,  than  in 
twenty  years  preceding  his  acqiiaint- 
ance  with  lis'.  The  village  where  he 
resides,  about  ten  miles  from  the  city, 
is  inhabited  by  a  people  given  up  to 
the  works  of  darkness.  He  has  resolved 
already,  to  attempt  something  for  their 
spiritual  good.  He  promised  to  call  on 
me,  in  the  course  of  the  wee];,  to  be 
supplied  with  tracts,  for  distribution. 

In  the  afternoon,  I  went  down  to  Al- 
tona,  in  company  with  such  of  our 
members  as  are  conversant  with  the 
English  language,  and  preached  on 
board  the  brig  Ilartelepnnl,  Capt.  Hud- 
son, who,  with  nearly  the  whole  of  his 
crew,  are  serving  the  Lord.  We  enjoy- 
ed with  these  simple-hearted  Christians, 
a  delightful  season,  and  returned  to  the 
city  refreshed  in  our  spirit.  Received 
also  most  gratifying  news  from  Jerer, 
through  a  young  man  from  that  place, 
who  has  been  recently  converted.  lie 
told  me  that  one  of  the  brethren  whom 
I  baptized  fist  autumn,  at  Oldenburg, 
had  been  instrumental  of  bringing  him. 
and  two  other  persons  at  Jerer,  to  the 
knowledge  of  Christ,  partly  by  convers- 
ing with  the  people,  and  partly  through 
the  distribution  of  religious  tructs.  Je- 


rer is  a  small  town,  bordering  on  East- 
Friesland,  and  is  altogether  destitute  of 
a  preached  gospel.  Blessed  be  the  Lord, 
that  light  is  at  last  arising  in  this  land  of 
darkness. 

l'-i.  Three  young  women,  who,  for 
the  last  three  months,  regularly  attend- 
ed on  my  ministry,  expressed  their  wish 
to-day,  to  be  joined  to  the  church.  I 
have  conversed  with  them,  and  trust, 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  has  convinced  them 
of  sin,  and  the  necessity  of  a  Savior; 
But  they  need,  still,  much  instruction, 
and  I  proposed  to  meet  them  once  a 
week  for  tins  purpose,  which  they  glad- 
ly acceded  to. 

17.  Brother  H.,  who  lias  been  on  a 
visit  to  his  native  place  in  Hessia,  re- 
turned to- day,  after  an  absence  of  three 
months,  apparently  uninjured  in  his  spir- 
it, though  he  had  been  surrounded  by 
opposers  of  the  gospel.  The  tracts  he 
took  with  him  had  been  all  distributed, 
and  generally  well  received.  He  has 
conversed  with  many  persons  on  the 
one  thing  needful. 

19.  Lord's-day.  The  attendance  at 
our  places  of  preaching-  is  most  encour- 
aging; At  the  English  prayer-meeting', 
upwards  of  twenty  persons  attended, 
among  them  a  pious  English  captain, 
with  his  crew,  who  gave  much  anima- 
tion to  our  assembly,  by  their  simple 
and  fervent  prayers.  • 

27.  The  brother  from  Jerer,  and 
brother  15.,  were  this  day  baptized  in 
the  Elbe. 

80.  Baptized, this  day,  the  following 
sisters,  Halcro,  Kratzman,  Ave,  Niich- 
ter,  and  Ladiges.  Mr.  Lamb  from 
America,  and  several  other  friends, 
were  present. 

April  2.  Lord's-day.  Enjoyed  much 
assistance  from  above,  in  dispensing  the 
word  of  life  to  my  hearers,  and  a  deep 
impression  was  evidently  produced. 
We  had  a  rich  feast,  in  commemorating 
our  Savior's  death.  We  had  sweet  fel- 
lowship with  our  risen  Lord,  and  with 
each  other.  Immediately  nfter  the 
communion,  we  had  an  English  prayer- 
meeting. 

In  the  afternoon  Dr.  Z.  visited  ine, 
and  expressed  his  wish  to  receive  the 
initiatory  ordinance  of  the  gospel,  and 
unite  himself  with  the  church.  The 
conversion  of  this  brother,  who  has 
nearly  reached  his  seventieth  year,  h:ts 
been  a  source  of  inexpressible  joy  to 
me  and  my  brethren,  and  has  greatly 
encouraged  me  in  my  work.  The  Dr. 
is  a  native  of  Holland,  and  enjoyed  a 
religious  education,  but  not  hav  ing  ex- 
perienced its  power,  had  lived  without 


Germany  : — Journal  of  Mr.  Ontken. 


63 


hope  and  without  God  in  the  world. 
Me  was  induced  to  attend  our  meetings 
about  three  months  ago,  and  was  so 
impressed  the  first  time  lie  attended, 
that  since  then  he  has  constantly  listen- 
ed with  deep  attention  to  the  truths 
preached,  though  he  lives  at  a  distance 
of  ten  miles  from  the  city.  He  ap- 
pears to  he  fully  convinced  of  his  lost 
state  by  nature,  which  has  led  him  to 
flee  to  the  cross  of  Christ  for  mercy. 
He  now  rejoices  in  God  our  Savior,  and 
love  to  hnn  constrains  him  to  obey  his 
commands.  Dr.  Z.  having  been  well 
inatruc-ted  in  the  truths  of  the  bible,  in 
his  youth,  he  soon  understood  the  plan 
of  salvation,  when  the  Holy  Spirit  be- 
gan to  enlighten  him. 

21.  Berlin.  I  visit  this  city  in  con- 
sequence of  a  friendly  invitation  from 
a  dear  Christian  brother,  with  whom  I 
have  been  acquainted  for  several  years. 
He  and  several  of  his  friends  have 
been  much  exercised  on  the  subject  of 
believers'  baptism.  I  have  met  them 
every  evening  since  my  arrival.  Our 
discussions  have  been  highly  interest- 
ing ;  and  though  carried  on  with  much 
warmth  and  energy,  it  was  always  in  a 
spirit  which  fully  proved  the  genuine 
Christianity  even  of  tin;  brethren  who 
opposed.  Many  new  and  curious  ob- 
jections were  raised  against  our  prac- 
tice, which  had  their  foundation  in  the 
old  orthodox  Lutheran  views  of  the  sa- 
craments. We  all  agreed  perfectly  as 
to  the  ordinance  itself,  that  it  is  rightly 
administered  only  by  baptism.  Our 
discussions  always  ended  in  the  most 
friendly  and  Christian  manner,  with 
prayer  and  praise,  finding  that  we  were 
perfectly  of  one  heart  and  mind,  on  this 
great  truth — that  all  our  salvation  is 
in  the  finished  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

2b\  After  much  prayer,  and  many 
hard  struggles,  three  of  God's  dear 
Children  have  determined  to  follow  their 
Lord  and  Master  in  all  things,  whatever 
it  may  cost  them  ;  they  have  according- 
ly applied  to  me,  to  be  baptized  in  the 
name  of  the  triune  Jehovah.  I  have 
bfen  with  one  of  the  brethren  into  the 
country,  to  fix  on  n  suitable  spot  for 
the  administration  of  the  ordinance. 
My  hrart  leaps  for  joy  at  the  blessed 
prospect  before  me  :  tin'  ordinance  will 
be  administered,  God  willing,  to-mor- 
row. 

I  have  preached  several  times,  at  the 
brother's  house,  with  whom  I  am  stay- 
ing ; — from  twenty  to  twenty-five  per- 
sons might  be  present  each  time. 
Theso  seasons  were  greatly  blessed  to 


most  of  us,  and  I  found  it  delightful  to 
be  engaged  in  my  dear  Redeemer's 

cause. 

May  13.  My  intention  to  administer 
the  ordinance  of  baptism,  as  stated 
above,  has  been  prevented  hitherto, 
through  rather  a  severe  illness,  from 
which  I  am  now  recovering.  But  I 
have  been  chastened  for  my  profit,  and 
have  abundant  cause  to  thank  my  gra- 
cious and  faithful  Lord  for  the  trial 
which  he  sent  me.  It  gave  me  more 
time  to  examine  myself,  and  devote 
more  time  to  heart-work,  than  when 
fully  engaged  in  my  calling.  Though 
I  had  a  deeper  insight  into  my  helpless, 
lost  and  wicked  condition  by  nature, I 
had,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  certain 
assurance  of  an  interest  in  my  Redeem- 
er; his  blood  and  righteousness  1  felt 
were  mine  ;  and  but  for  the  hope  of 
doing  or  suffering  a  little  more  for  my 
Lord,  I  could  have  desired  to  depart, 
and  be  with  Christ.  I  experienced 
much  attention  and  love  from  Christian 
friends,  who  assembled  every  night  in 
an  adjoining  room,  to  pray  for  my  re- 
covery. During  my  illness,  three  other 
friends  have  been  convinced  that  it  is 
their  duly  to  follow  their  Lord  in  all 
things,  and  they  have  accordingly  ap- 
plied to  me  for  baptism.  It  was  my  un- 
speakable joy  to  accompany  this  little 
hand,  six  in  number,  this  morning,  at 
day-break,  to  a  beautiful  lake,  about  four 
English  miles  from  the  city.  We  were 
favored  by  the  smiles  of  heaven  and 
earth.  It  was  the  first  warm  and  cloud- 
less morning  we  have  enjoyed  this 
month.  The  sun  was  gilding  the  east- 
ern sky, and  ushering  in  the  light  of  day, 
and  the  feathery  tribes  were  singing, 
'the  hand  that  made  us  is  divine.'  When 
we  arrived  at  the  Riinimelsbargur  See, 
all  was  peace  around,  and  thanks  be  to 
God,  all  was  peace  within.  After  we 
had  once  more  called  on  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  we  descended  into  the  water, 
commencing  with  my  old  friend,  br. 
Lehmann,  who,  as  he  came  up  out  of  the 
water,  blessed  and  magnified  the  God 
of  his  salvation.  The  ordinance  was  to 
me  the  most  solemn  and  edifying  I 
havo  witnessed.  All  thy  ways,  dear 
Lord,  nre  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all 
thy  paths  are  paths  of  pence. 

In  the  evening,  the  church  was  or- 
ganized, though,  as  yet,  no  elder  has 
been  chosen.  I  afterward  gave  n  short 
address  preparatory  to  the  Lord's  sup- 
per. 

14.  Lord's-day.  Preached  this  morn- 
ing to  n  much  larger  number  of  hear- 
er*, than  attended  the  previous  Sabbath. 
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My  bed-chamber,  and  an  adjoining'  room 
were  filled.  Though  still  very  weak, 
the  Lord  granted  much  assistance,  and 
I  got  well  through  the  service,  with 
edification  to  myself  and,  I  hope,  bene- 
fit to  my  hearers.  In  the  afternoon  I 
assembled  with  the  church,  when  we 
commemorated  the  Savior's  dying  love, 
in  which  we  enjoyed  his  gracious  pres- 
ence and  blessing.  Preached  again  in 
the  evening  to  a  large  assembly.  After 
the  service,  a  gentleman  offered  his 
house  for  preaching  on  the  ensuing 
holydays. 

17.  Preached  both  yesterday  and 
the  day  before,  at  the  house  of  the  gen- 
tleman alluded  to.  We  had  excellent 
accommodations,  and  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred attentive  hearers  might  be  present 
each  time.  The  Lord  was  evidently 
among  us  ;  the  word  appeared  to  reach 
the  hearts  of  my  hearers  ;  many  tears 
flowed, — I  trust  tears  of  godly  sorrow. 

It  is  now  high  time  to  take  my  de- 
parture, as  I  am  no  longer  safe  here. 
Blessed  be  God,  that  he  has  so  gra- 
ciously protected  me  during  my  stay  in 
this  city,  and  that  I  have  not  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  police  or  gens  d'armes, 
who  are  ever  on  the  look-out  for  poor 
heretics  like  myself.  May  our  gracious 
God  and  Savior  bless  the  seed  that  has 
been  sown,  snd  strengthen  the  little 
band  who  have  dared  to  leave  the  world 
and  follow  Christ. 

24.  Hamburg.  Returned  here  yes- 
terday, after  having  had  a  slight  relapse 
of  my  disorder  at  Ludwigslust,  which 
detained  me  three  days.  Had  several 
opportunities,  on  the  road,  of  preaching 
the  gospel,  distributing  tracts,  and  ad- 
vocating the  temperance  cause.  In  the 
mail  from  Berlin,  I  met  with  a  lady  who 
was  under  great  distress  of  mind,  on 
account  of  a  man  who  had  committed 
suicide,  to  which  she  feared  she  had 
been  accessory.  The  individual  had 
stolen  at  her  house,  at  which  he  was 
detected.  It  was  her  and  her  husband's 
intention,  at  the  earnest  entreaties  of 
the  culprit,  to  let  him  go,  with  a  severe 
reprimand,  when  a  worldly  acquaintance 
stepped  in,  and  advised  them  strongly 
to  give  him  into  the  hands  of  justice. 
They  were  persuaded  to  do  so,  when 
the  unhappy  man  laid  violent  hands  on 
himself,  on  the  first  night  of  his  impris- 
onment. I  was  enabled  to  present  to 
her  the  fulness  of  the  gospel,  the  power 
and  efficacy  of  Christ's  blood,  and  ex- 
horted her  to  confess  her  sin  unto  the 
Lord,  in  having  been  perhaps  too  severe, 
and  flee  to  the  peace-speaking  blood  of 
Christ.    She  listened  with  deep  atten- 


j  tion,  and  expressed  her  gratitude  that 
I  God  in  his  good  providence  had  brought 
us  together.  , 

June  25.  Baptized  this  day  br.  Dr. 
Zwail,  and  br.  Frels,  from  Oldenburg. 
I  have  had  much  trouble  for  the  last 
month  with  some  unruly  members  in  the 
church,  which  has  injured  my  only  par- 
tially restored  health  ;  but,  thanks  be  to 
his  gracious  name,  I  have  been  support- 
ed, and  we  once  more  enjoy  peace. 

July  15.  Baptized  this  day,  br.  Carl 
August  Waldliauer,  from  Wussenfels 
near  Leipzic. 

16.  Brethren  Waldhauer,  and  Frels, 
unable  to  obtain  work  here,  left  us  to- 
day. They  were  well  supplied  with 
tracts.  I  exhorted  them  to  iive  near  to 
their  Savior,  and  keep  close  to  the 
word  of  God,  and  commended  them  to 
God  in  prayer. 

17.  A  woman  called,  who  has  at- 
tended a  few  times  under  my  preach- 
ing. She  expressed  a  desire  to  know 
the  truth.  I  proposed  to  instruct  her, 
and  appointed  the  time  when  we  are 
to  meet. 

20.  A  young  man  from  Bavaria,  ap- 
parently under  conviction  of  sin,  and 
anxious  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come, 
who  has  for  some  time  attended  at  our 
place  of  worship,  visited  me  ;  and  ex- 
pressed his  wish  to  receive  further  in- 
struction in  the  truths  of  the  bible.  I 
readily  acceded  to  his  wish,  and  ap- 
pointed the  time  for  instruction. 

25.  Another  young  man  applied  to- 
day for  instruction  in  divine  things. 
He  stated,  that  ever  since  he  attended 
our  place  of  worship,  he  had  been  deep- 
ly impressed  with  the  importance  of 
true  religion. 

August  8.  Blessed  be  God  !  for  the 
success  which  attends  my  feeble  labors. 
Another  very  hopeful  man  called  on 
me  to-day.  He  is  under  deep  convic- 
tion of  his  sins,  and  wishes  to  know 
what  he  must  do  to  be  saved.  I  pointed 
him  to  the  only  refuge  for  the  guilty. 
He  also  wishes  to  receive  farther  in- 
struction. I  have  thus  again  four  pre- 
cious souls,  who  bid  fair  for  heaven,  to 
instruct  more  perfectly  in  the  blessed 
truths  of  the  gospel.  Lord,  do  thou 
teach  me !  that  so  I  may  be  able  to 
teach  others. 

27.  Br.  Lange  has  just  returned 
from  an  interesting  tour  into  different 
part'-'  of  Hanover.  He  distributed  about 
2000  tracts,  and  conducted  many  reli- 
gious meetings,  for  prayer  and  expound- 
ing the  scriptures.  The  Lord  has  grant- 
ed him  his  protection,  so  that  he  has  es- 
caped the  vigilance  of  the  gens  d'armes, 
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I  returned  this  week  from  Eppendorf, 
where  I  have  been  for  a  month,  during 
the  night  and  some  part  of  the  day,  for 
the  benefit  of  my  health.  The  means 
employed  have  been  blessed,  and  I  feel 
considerably  better.  About  fifty  fami- 
lies in  the  village,  were  supplied  with 
tracts,  and  some  with  New  Testaments. 
On  my  walks  to  and  from  the  city,  I  had 
also  many  opportunities  to  supply  the 
foot-passengers  I  met,  with  temperance 
and  other  tracts,  which  were  always 
well  received.  I  distributed,  on  the 
whole,  in  this  way,  about  five  hundred 
copies.  The  people  in  the  village,  are 
without  the  gospel — ignorant  of  God, 
and  live  without  Him  in  the  world. 
Drunkenness,  and  the  profanation  of 
the  Lord's  day  are  quite  universal. 

28.  Lord's  day.  Closed  my  instruc- 
tion with  my  six  catechumens  this 
day.  I  hope  they  are  resting  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  and  his  finished  work,  and 
that  they  will  continue  steadfast  in  the 
apostles'  doctrines,  &c. 

Three  females,  who  proposed  them- 
selves to  the  church  some  time  ago,  but 
were  not  admitted,  on  account  of  their 
imperfect  knowledge  of  the  way  of  sal- 
vation, have  continued  to  attend  with 
diligence  on  the  means  of  grace,  and 
are,  I  hope,  now  in  such  a  state,  that 
the  church  will  be  able  to  receive  them 
with  comfort. 

(To  be  continued.) 


(Eljetofters. 

extracts  f'rom  a  letter  of  mr. 
jones,  dated  near  columbus,  ten., 
dec.  22,  1837. 

Tour  in  the  "  Low  Country" — Fourteen 
baptized. 

Having  returned  last  evening  from 
an  excursion  of  two  weeks,  through 
two  hundred  and  ten,  or  fifteen  miles  of 
our  lower  range,  I  take  great  pleasure  to 
inform  you  of  the  progress  of  the  gospel 
among  the  Cherokees  of  those  regions. 

Some  part  of  the  time,  the  weather 
was  quite  unfavorable  ;  cold,  rain,  sleet 
and  snow.  At  Coosawattee,  on  Satur- 
day, Dec.  !tlh,  .mil  Sabbath  following, 
we  had  solemn  and  interesting  meet- 
ings. On  the  Sabbath,  the  Lord's  sup- 
per was  administered.  The  intense 
cold  compelled  us  t0  shorten  the  exor- 
cises, at  noon,  but  in  the  evening  we 
met  at  a  private  house,  which  was  much 
more  convenient  and  comfortable. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  12.  Had  the  pleasure 
to  see  a  number  of  the  members,  and 


others,  come  to  meet  us,  from  places  to 
which  we  were  going.  Preached  at 
noon,  to  a  serious  and  attentive  congre- 
gation. At  night,  the  weather  being 
very  wet,  and  a  death  having  occurred 
in  the  vicinity,  had  quite  a  small  com- 
pany, at  widow  Ragdale's. 

13.  Rain,  snow  and  sleet.  Very 
cold,  and  uncomfortable  travelling. 
Preached  at  noon,  at  Dsulenascle\ve,  a 
new  place.  The  people  of  the  vicinity 
assembled,  notwithstanding  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  weather.  They  seemed 
ready  to  hear  the  word,  and  several 
appeared  serious,  and  interested.  May 
the  truth  be  carried  to  their  hearts  with 
power. 

14.  Preached  at  Still's,  at  noon  and 
night.  Here  are  several  members  who 
appear,  "like  new-born  babes,  to  desire 
the  sincere  milk  of  the  word,  that  they 
may  grow  thereby."  Mr.  Still,  who 
was  baptized  at  Coosawattee,  in  Octo- 
ber, is  an  aged  Cherokee, and  speaks  a 
little  English.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
National  Committee,  and  a  man  of  re- 
spectability. He  has  a  large  family  of 
descendants  settled  around  him,  several 
of  whom  have  been  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  several 
more  are  seriously  inquiring  the  way  of 
salvation. 

15.  Rode  to  Sixes,  twelve  miles  dis- 
tant. Preached  at  noon,  and  returned 
at  night.  At  this  place,  several  desire 
to  hear  the  gospel,  and  the  people  of 
other  neighboring  towns  are  anxious  to 
have  the  word  preached  to  them  also. 
Left  appointments  for  br.  Beaver,  at 
this,  and  another  place,  a  few  miles  dis- 
tant, in  the  hope  that  here,  also,  some 
souls  may  he  brought  home  to  God. 

Our  aged  brother,  George  Still,  hav- 
ing, late  in  life,  become  acquainted 
with  the  cllicacy  of  the  grace  of  the 
gospel,  is  very  desirous  that  all  his 
brethren,  after  the  flesh,  should  also 
hear  it.  He  accordingly  proposed  to 
exert,  his  influence  to  induce  the  people 
of  other  towns  to  attend  to  the  preach- 
ing of  the  word,  as  well  as  those  of  his 
own  vicinity.  The  influence  of  aged 
men  is  very  great  among  t  he  Cherokees. 

Saturday,  Kith,  and  Sabbath,  two 
days'  meeting  at  Noo  tsec's,  near  Nel- 
son's. The  weather  was  nnpropitious, 
but  a  large  congregation  assembled 
notwithstanding.  And,  as  many  came 
from  distant  places,  the  friends  (if  reli- 
gion had  made  ample  ami  hospitatde 
provision  for  their  accommodation,  and 
that  of  their  horses.  I  should  think 
that  not  less  than  one  hundred  nod 
twenty  were  thus  entertained,  for  two 
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days  and  two  nights.  I  trust,  however, 
they  are  amply  rewarded,  as  the  Lord 
appeared  to  be  present  at  the  several 
exercises,  with  his  gracious  influences. 
Serious  attention  was  given  to  preach- 
ing-. 

On  Saturday  evening-,  fourteen  can- 
didates for  baptism  appeared.  They 
had  all  been  approved  by  the  brethren, 
at  previous  meetings.  On  Sabbath 
morning,  preached  in  the  forenoon,  after 
which  we  repaired  to  the  water-side. 
The  whole  congregation  accompanied 
us,  and  remained  patiently  until  the 
conclusion  of  a  solemn  and  deliberate 
baptismal  service,  notwithstanding  a 
pouring  rain,  which  continued  the  whole 
time.  Fourteen  were  baptized,  on  a 
profession  of  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus. 
Thirteen  were  Cherokees — five  males 
and  eight  females — and  one  a  black  fe- 
male. Among  them,  was  a  member  of 
the  legislative  council,  with  his  wife  and 
two  children.  He  is  a  man  of  energy 
and  influence,  in  his  neighborhood. 
Several  of  the  others  are  persons  of 
respectable  standing  in  the  community. 
I  trust  their  influence  will  be  felt  among 
their  neighbors,  as  the  salt  of  the  earth, 
and  the  light  of  the  world.  Tiie  sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  supper  was  next 
attended  to,  and  the  new  disciples  were 
introduced,  by  receiving  the  right  hand 
of  fellowship.  This  also  was  a  profita- 
ble season. 

Preaching  again  at  night.  The  so- 
lemnity increased.  The  whole  crowd- 
ed assembly  appeared  deeply  affected. 
At  the  conclusion,  several  came  for- 
ward for  prayer;  and  twelve  of  them 
gave  their  names,  as  having  decidedly 
made  up  their  minds  to  forsake  the 
ways  of  sin,  and  follow  the  Savior,  and 
as  desirous  of  receiving  instruction  on 
the  great  matters  of  their  salvation. 
Several  of  these  have,  I  trust,  expe- 
rienced the  commencement  of  a  work 
of  grace  in  their  hearts,  and  I  hope 
m  iiiy  others,  in  the  congregation,  have 
been  brought  to  a  sense  of  the  awful 
relation  which  they  sustain  to  God's 
violated  law,  and  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
will  show  them  the  necessity  of  fleeing 
to  the  only  refuge  for  guilty  sinners. 
Great  pail  of  the  night  was  spent  in  sing- 
ing, prayer,  and  edifying  conversation. 

On  Monday  morning,  after  commend- 
ing this  promising  people  to  God,  in 
prayer,  we  started  to  meet  our  further 
appointment*  ;  hut  soon  found  ourselves 
Mopped  bv  the  high  waters,  and  were 
obliged  to  turn  back.  Reached  Coosa- 
watree,  and  preached  there,  on  Tues 
ilay  night. 


On  Thursday  night  reached  home, 
somewhat  fatigued  in  body,  but  great- 
ly refreshed  and  encouraged  in  mind. 
Surely,  this  is  a  people  prepared  for  the 
Lord.  He  may,  in  his  wisdom,  permit 
them  to  be  afflicted  and  distressed;  yet 
I  cannot  but  h<  pe  he  will  not  suffer 
them  to  be  utterly  destroyed. 

Books  and  schools  are  greatly  need- 
ed, and  anxiously  desired  by  the  peo- 
ple, every  where.  I  promised  to  send 
br.  Taneer.oiee  to  spend  several  weeks, 
a  few  days  in  each  neighborhood,  to 
teach  reading  and  singing  in  Cherokee, 
and,  also,  to  preach  and  explain  the 
scriptures,  as  opportunity  may  offer. 

I  have  received  two  letters  from  br. 
Bushyhead.  He  and  his  colleagues 
had  seenOseola,  and  Ko-a-ha-dsee,  the 
second  chief  of  the  Seminole  nation. 
From  a  Cherokee,  who  was  present,  I 
heard  that  br.  Bushy  head  had  made  two 
addresses  to  the  Seminole  prisoners,  in 
the  fort  at  St.  Auirustine,  which  were 
well  received.-  There  are  upwards  of 
one  hundred  prisoners,  of  all  sorts ; 
some  women  and  children.  They  were 
not  taken  in  war,  but  had  come  in  under 
a  f.ag  of  truce,  to  make  overtures  of 
peace,  and  were  detained  as  prisoners. 

Br.  Bushyhead  says  the  Seminoles 
never  heard  the  gospel.  I  hope  and 
pray  that  this  mission  of  the  Cherokees  , 
may  open  the  way  for  its  reception 
among  them.  Br.  Bushyhead  speaks 
of  Oseola  as  a  very  mild,  friendly  and 
interesting  man,  about  his  own  acre. 
He  is  what  the  Cherokees  call  the 
Ooskasedee  Askayaeusta;  that  is,  The 
Terrible  or  Dread  War  Chief.  He  is 
a  full  Indian,  and  speaks  no  English. 

The  common  language  of  the  coun- 
try is  the  Creek  or  Muskogee,  though 
two  or  three  other  languages  are  par- 
tially spoken. 

In  another  communication,  under  date  of 
Jan.  10,  1838,  Mr.  Jones  mentions  the  fol- 
lowing 

Additional  Baptisms. 

To  the  baptisms  already  reported  to 
the  Board,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  add 
seven  more,  baptized  by  br.  Wirkliffe  ; 
four  at  Dseyohee,  and  throe  at  Taquo- 
hee.  Brethren  SVickliffe,  Ognnnya 
and  Taneer.oiee.  sprnt  a  few  days  w  ith 
us  last  week.  They  came  to  attend 
our  mooting  tit  Amohee,  on  Saturday 
and  Sabbath  lust.  The  various  branches 
of  the  church  in  the  mountains  ore  do- 
ing  w  ell :  advancing  in  the  knowledge 
<>f  the  Savior,  and  in  obedience  to  nil 
commands. 
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Recent  Intelligence. 

Our  last  advices  from  missions  in  Asia, 
are  deeply  afflictive     Two  of  our  beloved 
missionaries,  the  Rev.  Jacob  Thomas,  and 
Mrs.  Catharine  B.  M.  Hall,  have  been  sud- 
denly removed  by  death,  one,  just  as  he  had 
caught  a  distant  view  of  the  long  anticipated 
scene  of  his  labors,  the  other  barely  permit- 
ted to  reach  the  field.    It  had  been  our  prayer 
and  hope,  that  years  of  successful  service, 
"  for  Christ  and  the  heathen,"  would  be 
granted  to  them,  and  that  then,  at  some  dis- 
tant period,  they  would  enter  into  rest,  with 
"  crowns  of  rejoicing."    But  "  God's  ways 
are  above  our  ways,"  and  though  we  may  not 
be  able  to  find  them  out,  it  becomes  us  to  ac- 
quiesce in  them  with  unquestioning  submission. 
We  commend  to  His  gracious  support,  the 
bereaved  partners  of  our  departed  friends,  and 
their  associates  in  the  missions,  and  the  cause- 
to  which  they  had  consecrated  their  lives. 

Some  particulars  of  these  mournful  events 
are  given  in  the  following  communications. 

Death  of  Mr.  Thomas. 

Mr.   Cutter  writes,  under  date  of  Brah- 
maputra river,  July  7,  1837, 

In  about  ten  days  from  this,  we  were 
expecting  to  welcome  the  arrival  of  our 
dear  brethren  Thomas  and  Bronson, 
and  I  was  intending-,  jf  possible,  to  take 
a  small  boat,  and  go  as  far  as  Diburu 
Miikh,  (forty  or  fifty  miles  below  Sa- 
diya,) to  meet  them  ;  and  hoped  to  have 
the  happiness  of  introducing-  them  to 
my  companion  and  associates°at  Sadiya. 
But,  how  dark  and  mysterious  are  the 
ways  of  Providence !  Who  can  fathom 
His  vast  designs  !  I  am  now  in  a  small 
boat,  on  my  way  to  Sadiva,  with  our 
dear  br.  Thomas,  lying  before  me,  a 
cold  and  lifeless  corpse!  Surely  we 
*'  know  not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth." 

"  Death,  like  an  overflowing  stream, 
Sweeps  us  away;  our  life's  a  dream, 
An  empty  talc,  a  morning  flower, 
Cut  down  and  withered  in  an  hour." 

Br.  Thomas,  it  seems,  left  the  budge- 
row,  (in  which  were  his  companion,  and 
br.  and  sr.  Bronson,)  in  a  small  canoe 
with  four  men,  on  the  1st  instant,  nnd 
three  hours  more  would  have  found  him 
seated  in  our  house  at  Sadiya.  He  ap- 
proached within  right  of  his  field  of  |n. 
bor,  but  was  not  permitted  to  enter  it! 

A  few  days  ago,  we  sent  off  two 
small  boats  nnd  four  men,  to  carry  out 
ropes  to  make  fast  to  stumps  and  trees 
by  meiins  of  which  the  budgcrow  could 
be  pulled  afong,— and  to  render  what- 


ever assistance   they    could   to  our 
friends.    This  morning  I  was  surprised 
to  see  three  of  them  and  a  stranger 
make  their  appearance  at  the  house, 
each  of  whom  seemed  unwilling  to  tell 
why  they  came.  I,  however,  soon  learn- 
ed the  sad  tale.     Our  men  met  br. 
Thomas  the  same  day  they  left  Sadiya, 
and  delivered  to  him  a  letter  I  had  sent 
by  them  ;  and  he  told  them  they  might 
accompany  him  back.    This  morning, 
he  had  started  the  men  out  early,  and 
they  were  pushing  briskly  along  against 
the  strong  current,  (with  one  of  our 
boats  just  before,  and  the  other  just 
behind  his  own,)  when  two  trees  sud- 
denly fell  from  the  bank,  with  a  tre- 
mendous crash,  across  the  middle  of 
his  boat,  which  caused  it  instantly  to 
sink.     The  men  who  were  in  the  front 
and  back  of  the  boat,  say  they  gained 
their  footing  on  the  ground,  and  sprang 
to  the  relief  of  br.  Thomas,  at  the  same 
time  calling  the  other  men,  who  were 
soon  on  the  spot.    They  said  they  used 
every  endeavor  to  get  him  out— two 
taking  hold  of  each' arm,  two  hold  of 
each  shoulder,  and  one  hold   of  his 
head,— but  could  not  move  him,  as  he 
wa3  pressed  so  closely  between  the 
boat,  and  the  trunk  of  the  largest  tree, 
which  lay  across  his  bowels".  They 
stated  they  had  neither  knife  nor  axe, 
with  which  they  could  cut  away  the 
tree— and  with  their  united  efforts"  they 
could  move  neither  that  nor  the  boat— 
neither  could  they  raise  his  head  above 
the  water.     He  raised  one  or  both  of 
his  hands  above  the  surface  for  a  mo- 
ment, but  they  never  heard  a  groan, 
or   perceived   any    further  struo-gle. 
I  Hiding,  they  said,  all  efforts  to  rescue 
him,  vain,  one  boat  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  Sadiya.  to  bring  us  the  dis- 
tressing intelligence.    O,  what  a  shock 
it  was  to  us  all  !    What  a  gloom  in- 
stantly spread  overall  our  fond  antici- 
pations, and    bright  prospects!  Br. 
Brown  was  unable  to  go  out  to-day, 
having  n  slight  fever;  but  ns  quick  as 
possible,  I  got  a  boat  and  men  provided 
with  spades,  hoes,  axes,  blankets,  &c, 
and  went,  with  all  speed,  to  the  fatal 
spot     Our  friends,  as  well  as  myself, 
feared  I  should  be  unable  to  recover 
'lie  body;  but,  before  I  arrived,  the 

strong  current  had  moved  the  position 
'"'lb  of  the  tree  and  boat,  and  I  was 
soo,,  enabled  to  raise  the  lifeless  body 
"I  my  dear  brother  from  its  watery 
grave.  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe 
my  feelings  at  that  moment.  To  see 
one  of  our  dear  missionary  associates, 
who  a  few  hours  before  was  in  the 
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bloom  of  health,  strong1  and  vigorous-, 
thus  suddenly  summoned  into  eternity; 
just  at  that  time  and  place,  and  within 
sight  of  the  station  at  which  he  had  so 
long  and  ardently  desired  to  arrive, — 
seemed  almost  to  overpower  me. 

"  Great  God  of  providence,  tliy  ways 

Are  hid  from  mortal  sight ; 
Wrapt  in  impenetrable  shades, 

Or  clothed  with  dazzling  light." 

Lieut.  Seppings,  and  Mr.  Pringault, 
(an  apothecary,)  the  only  medical  man 
at  Sadiya,  set  out  immediately  alter 
me,  with  lancets,  <fcc,  to  be  in  readiness 
to  render  any  aid  « hich  mig  ht  lie  in 
their  power  ;  but  the  vital  spark  had 
gone,  and  his  happy  spirit  bad  fled 
from  its  tabernacle  of  clay  to  the  para- 
dise of  God. 

.  As  soon  as  I  had  laid  the  body  in 
my  boat,  1  wrote  to  our  dear  friends  in 
the  budgerow,  conveying  to  them, 
as  cautiously  as  I  then  could,  the  dis- 
tressing intelligence.  What  a  severe 
stroke  it  must  be  to  his  dear  wife!  O, 
may  He  who  hath  thus  bereaved  her.  he 
her  support,  and  graciously  sustain  her, 
in  this  season  of  severe  trial.  May  the 
promises  of  God,  and  a  conviction  that 
He  is 

*■*  Too  wise  to  err, — too  good  to  be  unkind," 

prove  an  unfailing  source  of  consola- 
tion to  her,  under  this  deeply  afflicting 
dispensation  of  His  providence. 

We  all  shall  long  and  sensibly  feel 
the  loss  of  this  dear  brother,  although 
we  never  had  the  pleasure  of  speaking 
with  him.  Never  had  we  anticipated 
so  much  pleasure  from  anything,  as  the 
arrival  of  that  precious  band  ;  and  our 
daily  prayer  had  been,  that  they  might 
come  to  us  "in  the  fulness  of  the  bless- 
ing of  the  gospel  of  Christ."  We  hoped 
they  would  come  and  strengthen  our 
hands,  and  encourage  our  hearts.  But 
how  thp  scene  has  changed! 

10.  On  Saturday,  (the  8th,)  about 
three  o'clock,  we  followed  the  remains 
of  our  dear  brother  to  the  grave. 
Lieut.  Miller,  the  officer  in  command 
here,  with  Lieut.  Seppings,  Mr.  Bruce, 
and  Mr.  Pringault,  were  present  on  the 
solemn  occasion.  The  hymn  com- 
mencing with  "Hear  what  the  voice 
from  heaven  proclaims,"  was  sung  to 
the  tune  of  China.  Br.  Brown  read  ap- 
propriate portions  of  scripture,  made  a 
few  remnrks  suitable  to  the  occasion, 
and  concluded  by  prayer.  We  then 
proceeded  to  the  o-ravo,  where  another 
prayer  was  offered,  and  his  remains 
were  deposited,  to  uiinglo  with  their 
native  dust. 


His  trunk  and  several  small  articles 
were  saved.  Among  them  was  his 
journal.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
make  an  extract,  from  the  last  entry  he 
ever  made,  which  was  written  while 
alone  on  board  his  little  canoe. 

"July  2.  Sabbath  evening.  This  has 
been  rather  a  lonely  day.  Jungles  and 
sand  banks,  with  here  and  there  a  soli- 
tary dinghy  passing  down  the  river, 
make  up  the  scenery.  Have  enjoyed 
some  sweet  meditation  on  divine  things. 
O,  how  sweet  will  be  the  rest  of  that 
eternal  Sabbath,  in  the  enjoyment  of 
which  I  shall  be  eternally  united  with 
those  dear  Christian  friends  with  whom 
I  have  formerly  worshipped,  in  the 
courts  of  the  Lord!  O,  my  heavenly 
Father,  I  feel  that  I  am  exceedingly 
sinful,  and  unworthy  of  the  least  of  thy 
favors:  but  do  thou  have  mercy  on  me, 
and  accept  the  renewed  consecration 
of  myself  to  thee,  which  I  now  make. 
O,  employ  me  in  doing  something  to 
promote  thy  glory  on  earth,  and  let  me 
be  eternally  engaged  in  thy  ser- 
vice." 

I  have  not  time  to  say  all  I  wished, 
and  therefore  must  close.  We  beg  an 
interest  in  your  prayers,  for  this  infant 
mission,  for  ourselves,  and  particularly 
for  the  afflicted  widow  of  our  deceased 
brother. 

P.  S.  Br.  Brown  left  to-day,  to  join 
our  afflicted  friends.  I  also  sent  off'  a 
boat  with  ten  men,  in  company  with 
him,  to  assist  in  bringing  up  the  budge- 
row  against  the  very  rapid  current. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bronson,  and  Mrs.  Thomas, 
arrived  at  Sadiya,  July  17th. 

Death  of  Mrs.  Hall. 

The  departure  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  from 
Calcutta,  April  25th,  was  mentioned  in  a  for- 
mer number.  They  arrived  at  the  place  of 
their  destination,  Kyonk  I'hyoo,  on  the  8th  of 
May,  in  good  health,  where  they  were  cordially 
welcomed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comstock  ;  and 
soon  after  commenced  the  study  of  the  Arra- 
canese  language.  Occasionally,  Mrs.  H. dis- 
tributed tracts  to  the  heathen  around  her,  and, 
so  far  as  her  limited  know  ledge  of  the  lan- 
guage would  permit,  endeavored  to  direct 
them  to  Christ. 

But,  in  the  short  period  of  less  than 
two  months,  (says  Mr.  Hall,)  He  who 
know  s  best  how  In  accomplish  1 1  is  de- 
signs of  mercy  to  a  lost,  world,  whose 
throne  is  surrounded  by  clouds  and 
darkness,  to  mortal  man,  whose  jud| 
ments  are  unsearchable,  and  His  ways 
past  finding  out,  was  pleased  to  lend 
affliction  upon  us. 
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On  the  first  Sabbath  in  July,  Mrs.  Hall 
was  taken  with  the  remittent  fever  of  the 
country.  At  first,  her  illness  uas  not  consid- 
ered dangerous ;  but  the  usual  remedies  hav- 
ing heen  applied  without  success,  and  the 
fever  raging  more  violently,  the  surgeon  of 
the  regiment,  stationed  in  the  neighborhood, 
was  sent  for,  and  the  most  approved  means 
adopted,  to  check  the  disease.  "  Vet  his  ex- 
perience, his  skill,  and  unwearied  kind  at- 
tention, were  all  in  vain." 

Mr.  Hall  proceeds: — 

During  her  sickness,  she  was  often 
in  prayer:  sometimes  she  asked  her 
husband  to  pray  with  her,  at  others  she 
would  say,  "  Pray  much  for  me."  Some- 
times, while  in  excruciating  pain  and 
almost  distracted  with  a  burning  fever, 
she  manifested  some  impatience.  Af- 
terwards, she  would  express  her  sorrow 
for  it,  seeing  that  Jesus  had  suffered  so 
much  more  for  her.  About  two  or  three 
hours  before  she  left  this  world,  she 
talked  to  her  dearest  earthly  friend, 
with  a  loud  voice,  I  should  think  for  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes.  She  said  that  she 
was  going  to  die,  but  she  did  not  fear 
death. 

"  For  I  know  that  I  love  Jesus,  and 
shall  die  an  easy  death.  It  is  a  happy 
Sabbath  to  me.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have 
not  been  more  patient  under  my  pain, 
and  ask  your  forgiveness,  for  every 
harsh  expression.  Live  nearer  to  God, 
and  as  soon  as  you  can  talk,  be  very 
faithful  to  the  poor  heathen.  Talk  to 
our  teacher — tell  him  how  far  I  sailed, 
to  tell  him  about  the  Savior — tell  him 
that  I  have  often  prayed  for  him — be 
very  faithful  to  him.  I  shall  not  see 
br.  and  sr.  Comstock  ;  (she  had  been 
removed  to  the  cantonments,  to  secure 
the  more  frequent  attentions  of  the 
physician  ;)  tell  them  to  be  very  faith- 
ful to  the  poor  heathen,  and  do  all  they 
can,  to  bring  them  to  Christ.  Here  are, 
I  suppose,  some  heathen  right  before 
me  :  O  poor  creatures! 

"Write  to  my  relatives,  and  tell  thern 
that  I  never  have  been  sorry  that  I 
came — that  I  have  a  great  desire  for 
their  salvation.  Tell  them  all  about 
my  sickness — the  kindness  of  friends 
bete,  and  especially,  extol  Dr.  Twed- 
dell." — This  is  but  part  of  what  she 
said.  When  she  hud  finished,  she  lay 
more  quietly  a  short  time,  then  turned 
upon  her  lied  as  slio  had  done,  to  find  a 
KSting  place.  Shortly  after,  she  said 
to  her  husband,  "Farewell."  This 
was  the  last  word  which  she  spoke 
aloud.  Soon  after,  her  deeply  ntllicted 
husband  heard  her  say  in  a  whisper, 
\ 


"The  conflict  is  over,  the  conflict  is 
over."  *  *  *  *  *  But  ttie  anguish  of 
his  heart,  none  can  describe.  His 
heart  is  still  bleeding  with  the  blow. — 
He  feels  that  he  needs  much  of  the 
supporting  and  sanctifying  grace  of 
God,  that  he  may  be  able  to  accom- 
plish, as  an  hireling,  his  day — do  the 
work  of  a  missionary,  and  at  last  enter 
that  place,  where  sorrow,  weeping, 
sickness  and  death  cannot  enter.  He 
trusts  that  he  shall  have  the  prayers  of 
his  brethren  in  America. 

She  died  July  9th,  quarter  before 
eleven,  A  M.,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year 
of  her  age. 


Burmah.  Mr.  Kincaid's  return  from 
Mdgaung. 

Our  readers  have  already  been  apprized, 
(p.  292,  last  vol.,)  that  Mr.  Kincaid,  having 
penetrated  to  Mogaung,  on  hisvtay  toSadiya, 
had  been  compelled  to  turn  back,  for  want  of 
men  and  provisions.  The  civil  war  breaking 
out  in  the  mean  time,  and  the  country  being 
overrun,  not  only  with  troops  of  the  contend- 
ing parties,  but  with  numerous  hordes  of 
armed  banditti,  much  solicitude  was  enter- 
tained for  his  safety.  From  letters  just  re- 
ceived, extracts  of  which  are  given  below, 
il  appears  that  our  apprehensions  were  just, 
and  that  he  was  restored,  by  the  kind  provi- 
dence of  God,  to  the  bosom  of  his  friends, 
after  a  series  of  extreme  perils  and  sufferings. 
Under  date  of  Ava,  March  17,  1837,  after 
stating  that  the  war  broke  out  on  the  24th  of 
February,  Mr.  Kincaid  writes, — 

The  whole  country  is  in  arms. 
Twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  men  are 
now  in  the  field.  All  the  horrors  of 
anarchy  and  civil  war  are  tailing  upon 
this  empire.  Large  bodies  of  men,  un- 
der a  sort  of  military  organization,  ate 
going  over  the  country,  robbing  unci 
burning  cities  and  villages'.  I  have  not 
time  to  give  you  the  particulars  relative 
to  the  commencement  and  progress  of 
this  dreadful  calamity.  1  Will  just  say, 
however,  that  Prince  Surra"  a  has  taken 
up  arms  against  the  queen's  brother. 
Iii  the  first  breaking  out  of  the  difficul- 
ties, hi'  fled  tu  Mnkesobo,  it  strongly 
fortified  city,  forty-live-  miles  north  of 
Ava.  He  has  gathered  around  him 
more  than  fifteen  thousand  men,  and  in 
every  engagement,  so  far,  has  gained 
decided    advantages    over    the  royal 

troops,  sent  out  by  the  queen's  brother, 

and  the  court.  Prince  M.  and  prince 
T.,  two  younger  brothers  of  the  king, 
are  at  the  head  of  two  armies,  endeav- 
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oring  to  save  the  royal  city,  but  the 
troops  of  prince  S.  are  gradually  push- 
ing on  towards  the  golden  palace.  The 
greatest  consternation  prevails. — Every- 
day an  irruption  upon  Ava  is  expected, 
and  the  people,  especially  those  who  are 
guilty  of  having  wealth,  can  expect  but 
little  compassion.  *  *  *  * 

On  the  27th  of  last  month,  about  one 
hundred  miles  to  the  north  of  Ava,  on 
my  way  back  from  Mogaung,  I  was  at- 
tacked by  two  hundred  robbers  in  a 
body.  Not  knowing  there  were  more 
than  twenty-five  men,  I  resisted,  or 
rather  told  them  I  should  resist,  and  at 
the  same  time  took  a  pair  of  heavy  pis- 
tols in  my  hand,  upon  which  the  two 
boats,  of  about  twenty-five  men,  rowed 
off.  But  in  a  few  minutes,  six  boats, 
filled  with  armed  men,  came  on  and 
surrounded  me.  When  quite  near,  in 
speaking  distance,  they  fired  upon  me 
a  volley  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  mus- 
kets. My  men,  except  the  one  who 
held  the  helm,  were  lying  in  the  boat, 
as  closely  as  possible,  to  avoid  the 
balls,  which  whistled  around  us,  and 
fell  in  the  water  in  every  direction. 
It  appeared  to  me  like  madness,  to  think 
of  repelling  so  large  a  number,  with 
only  one  musket,  and  a  pair  of  pistols. 
I  therefore  laid  down  the  pistols,  and 
told  them  to  cease  firing.  They,  how- 
ever, fired  four  or  five  shots  more  at 
me,  when  I  held  up  my  hands,  and  told 
them  to  see  that  I  was  unarmed'  and 
should  offer  no  resistance;  that  it  was 
cowardly  in  them  to  fire  upon  an  un- 
armed man  ;  and  that  every  thing  they 
wished  from  the  boat,  they  could  take. 
Abwut  seventy  men,  the  greater  part 
with  muskets,  and  the  others  with 
spears,  and  drawn  swords,  came  up, 
seized  me,  seized  every  thing,  and  in 
a  few  minutes  we  were  on  shore,  be- 
fore the  head  robber  and  the  rest  of 
the  banditti. 

On  the  following  day  I  was  attacked 
again,  and  stripped  of  the  last  rag  of 
clothing,  except  a  cloth  about  a  cubit 
wide,  to  fasten  around  my  loins.  They 
then  tied  me  with  ropes,  and  led  me  off. 
Under  a  guard  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men.  A  large  party  demanded  my  ex- 
ecution, but  another  party  opposed  it, 
as  impolitic.  I  was  carefully  guarded  '• 
but  on  the  fifth  of  March,  found  means 
to  escape  to  the  mountains — made  my 
way  through  a  desolate  region,  to  wards 
the  Shva.ii  countries,  and  on  the]  lib, 
reached  home. 

In  the  midst  of  death,  again  and 
again,  when  the  block,  and  the  axe 
seemed  inevitable,  a  very  kind  I'rovi- 
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dence  watched  over  me,  pointed  out 
my  path,  and  gave  me  energy.  Though, 
for  thirteen  days,  nearly  destitute  of 
clothes,  exposed  almost  constantly  to 
a  burning  sun,  sleeping  in  the  open  air, 
and  on  the  ground,  and  obliged  to  beg 
here  and  there  a  handful  of  boiled  rice, 
and  often  not  able  even  to  get  this,  yet 
I  enjoyed  fine  health,  and  was  enabled 
to  endure  very  great  fatigue. 

I  had  four  Ava  Christians  with  me. 
On  the  first  day  of  my  captivity,  one 
fled;  on  the  second,  two;  and  on  the 
day  following,  the  other  was  taken 
away  forcibly.  We  feel  much  anxiety 
on  their  account.  Three  of  them  were 
young  men  of  much  promise,  and  evinc- 
ed a  lovely  spirit,  in  the  midst  of  dan- 
ger. 

Under  a  subsequent  date,  Ava,  May  3,  Mr. 
K.  mentions  the  return  of  the  assistants: — 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the 
four  native  brethren  who  were  with  me 
up  the  river,  have  returned.  Two  of 
them  in  my  presence  had  been  beaten, 
and  their  bodies  lacerated  in  the  most 
shocking  manner  ;  and,  expecting  that  I 
should  be  decapitated,  they  fled  to  save 
their  own  lives.  After  leaving  me,  they 
suffered  much  for  want  of  food,  and 
when  hunger  drove  them  into  a  village, 
they  were  captured  by  another  horde 
of  banditti.  From  these  they  escaped, 
but  finding  robbers  in  large  parties 
scouring  the  whole  country,  they  lay 
concealed  in  different  places,  now  and 
then  begging  a  precarious  subsistence. 
They  were  quite  astonished  to  find  that 
I  had  escaped,  and  still  more  that  I  had 
been  at  home  a  month  and  a  half,  as  a 
foreigner  has  far  greater  difficulties  to 
encounter  under  such  circumstances. 

Withdrawal  of  Missionaries  from  Ava. 

Our  latest  accounts  from  Bnrmab  Proper  are 
of  July  29,  dated  at  Rangoon.  In  the  midst 
of  almost  universal  desolation,  the  lives  and 
property  of  the  missionaries  at  A\a  had 
been  preserved,  and  when  their  longer  con- 
tinuance there  ceased  to  he  desirable,  they 
had  been  permitted  to  retire  unmolested.  Of 
the  circumstances  which  preceded,  and  led 
to  their  removal,  and  of  the  present  proipaCU 
of  the  mission,  a  few  brief  notices  are  given 
in  the  following  extracts.  The  first  is  from 
the  leiler  of  May  3,  already  quoted,  die  sec- 
ond, from  Mr.  K's  letter  from  Rangoon  as 
above. 

For  about  forty  days  several  large 
armies  were  hovering  round  the  walls 
of  Ava,  and  threatening  the  city  with 
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destruction.  All  the  suburbs  and  sur- 
rounding villages,  have  been  destroyed. 
Col.  Burney'a  house  and  ours  are  the 
only  ones  that  have  not  been  plunder- 
ed. Col.  Burney  put  his  house  into  a 
state  of  defence,  invited  us  to  take  shel- 
ter with  him,  and,  by  show  ing  a  bold 
front,  kept  the  robbers  and  lawless  sol- 
diery at  a  distance.  Thinking  the 
neighboring  houses  would  most  likely 
be  set  on  fire,  we  placed  all  our  books, 
tracts,  papers,  clothes,  &c.  on  boats 
lying  in  the  river,  before  the  door.  We 
remained  with  Col.  Burney  sixteen 
days.  He  then  gave  us  a  guird,  and, 
two  or  three  days  after,  I  visited  the 
king,  and  he  ordered  a  guard  to  remain 
at  our  house,  till  every  thing  became 
quiet. 

Prince  Tharawaddy  has  dethroned  the 
king,  (his  brother,)  throw  n  all  the  no- 
blemen, and  officers  of  the  old  govern- 
ment into  prison,  and  loaded  them  with 
irons.  Ava,  Amerapura  and  Sagaing, 
are  invested  by  the  prince's  armies.  In 
a  few  days,  it  is  expected  he  will  for- 
mally ascend  the  throne.  It  is  rumor- 
ed that  theShyati  princes  refuse  swear- 
ing allegiance  to  the  new  king.  If  this 
be  true,  and  they  should  pour  their 
legions  down  upon  Ava,  the  calamity 
will  be  terrific.  The  country,  in  every 
direction  around  Ava,  presents  a  scene 
of  desolation  and  misery  truly  heart- 
rending. The  whole  length  and  breadth 
of  the  empire  is  laid  waste.  Perhaps 
one  half  of  the  population  have  beon 
robbed,  driven  from  their  homes,  and 
their  houses  burned.  War  is  still  rag- 
ing in  distant  provinces. 

Since  my  return  from  the  north, 
nothing  has  been  done,  except  to  pro- 
vide for  our  own  safety,  till  the  first 
day  of  May.  For  three  days  past,  our 
house  has  been  thronged,  and  we  intend 
to  go  on  with  our  work.  During  the 
worst  times,  we  continued  preaching, 
in  Burmin,  and  the  native  brethren 
were  generally  present.  Nothing  def- 
initely, can  now  be  said,  in  reference 
to  our  future  proceedings.  •  •  •  • 

July  "ill.  Rangoon.  During  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  civil  war,  and  after  the 
new  king  came  into  power,  we  had  san- 
guine hopes  that  our  situation  would 
become  more  permanent  and  more  pros- 
perous. The  character  of  the  prince 
warranted  such  expectations  ;  but  alas, 
our  hopes  were  soon  blasted.  lie  has 
always  had  intercourse  with  foreijners, 
and  was  renmrknble  for  the  liberality  of 
)us  opinions.  He  ever  expressed  his 
disapprobation  of  the  exclusive,  jealous. 


policy  of  the  Government.  Whenever 
it  came  in  his  way,  he  spake  disapprov- 
ingly of  the  harassing,  vexatious  course 
of  the  Government  towards  me,  during 
the  first  two  years  I  was  in  Ava,  and  no 
doubt  he  honestly  expressed  his  opin- 
ions. The  first  intimation  we  had  of 
his  disapprobation  of  our  work,  was 
about  the  middle  of  May.  He  said  to 
.Mr.  Edwards,  Col.  Burney's  clerk, "  Tell 
the  American  teachers  that  they  must 
give  no  more  religious  books. — I  know 
the  old  Government  told  them  so,  and 
still  let  them  go  on,  but  I  shall  not  do 
so ;  my  authority  must  be  regarded." 
On  the  24th  of  May.  we  visited  him  at 
iiis  temporary  palace- at  Sagaing.  We 
were  treated  with  great  personal  kind- 
ness. The  king  came  and  sat  down, 
beside  us,  talked  pleasantly,  asked  a 
sreat  many  questions,  and  evidently 
wished  to  have  us  feel  that  he  was  not 
unfriendly.  He  said,  l;I  am  now  king 
of  Burmah,  and  am  therefore  tha  thn  na 
<ln  ya  hn,  (defender  of  the  faith,)  and 
must  support  the  religion  of  the  coun- 
try. You  must  nive  no  more  of  Christ's 
books."  This  he  said  before  the  whole 
assembled  court,  and  added  many  ex- 
pressions signifying  that  the  royal  will 
must  not  be  trifled  with.  I  inquired, 
"  Has  your  majesty  any  objections  to 
scientific  books  ?  "  "  No,  no;  bring  up 
a  press,  print  and  circulate  as  many 
as  you  please — I  will  give  you  a  good 
place  to  live." 

Previous  to  this  time,  the  king  had 
rejected  the  Vandabo  treaty,  and  pub- 
licly declared  his  determination  to  have 
no  intercourse  with  the  English,  based 
on  that  instrument.  He  also  informed 
Col.  Burney  that  he  did  not  recognize 
him  as  a  resident,  yet  as  a  friend  he 
might  remain  at  Court.  Col.  Burney, 
of  course,  could  not  remain,  and  the 
prospect  was  that  the  t«  o  Governments 
would  come  into  collision.  Before  long 
you  will  have  a  more  detailed  account. 
God  intends  good  to  this  country,  we 
cannot  doubt,  but  at  present  all  is  dark. 

KARENS.  In  February,  Mr.  Wade  had 
two  severe  attacks  of  llie  complaint  which 
compelled  linn  a  few  years  since,  to  leave  his 
field  of  labor,  and  return  to  this  country,  hut 
at  the  last  date,  June,  was  recovered.  Mrs. 
Mason,  who  had  also  been  sick,  of  lever,  had 
regained  her  health. 

Itcv.  Elisha  I..  Abbott  and  Miss  Ann  P. 
lianlner  were  united  in  marriage,  April  '2d, 
;il  Tavoy,  and  on  the  -till,  set  mil  for  Maul, 
inein,  to  join  their  slutiuu  among  the  north* 
cm  Karens. 
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Donations, 

From  January  15  to  February  15,  1838. 

Boston,  Ms. — Boston  Raptist  Foreign  Mission  Society,  viz  :  a  female  of 
2d  Bap.  ch.,  per  Rev.  B.  Slow,  5;  Mrs.  Abigail  Ripley  15;  Mrs. 
Lydia  Cook,  5;  col.  at  six  pr.  meetings  in  Federal  st.  Baptist  ch. 
91,76;  col.  at  six  pr.  meetings  in  Union  st.  ch.  69,12;  col.  at  four  pr. 
meetings  in  Baldwin  place  60,14;  col.  at  six  pr.  meetings  in  Charles  st. 
ch.  70,28;  Fein.  Prim.  Miss.  Soc  of  Baldwin  place,  ch.  and  soc,  for 
Mrs.  Hancock's  school  in  Burraah,  per  Mrs.  Chorley,  tr.,  54,45;  Juv. 
Soc.  of  South  Bap.  ch.,  for  the  ed.  of  Hannah  C.  Jenkins,  25 — per  Dea. 
James  Loring,  tr.,  395,75 
Boston,  Ms.,  Female  Primary  Soc.  of  South  Bap.  ch.,  per  Miss  Adeline 

G.  Tilden,  tr.,  30,61 
Montrose,  Fa.,  Mr.  S.  Meylert  10;  Betsey  Avery  ,50;  Lydia  Searle  1,  11,50 
Boston,  Ms.,  an  individual's  appropriation  for  For.  Miss.,  for  1834,  20, 

interest  on  the  same  to  this  date,  5, 
"       "     "  "    appropriations  for  For.  Miss.,  for  1835,  6,  &  7, 

•  $20  for  each  year,  60,   85, 

East  Avon,  N.  Y.,  Bap.  ch.,  including  $1  from  a  little  boy's  miss,  box, 

per  Rev.  J.  G.  Stearns,  24,00 
Poughkeepsie,  IN.  Y.,  Miss  G.  Tappan  3;    Mrs.  M.  Conklin  3;  Mrs. 
Miles  2;    Mrs.  Booth  I;     Miss  L.  Booth  1;     Mrs.  M.  Ravmond  1; 
Mrs.  M.  Vasser  1;  Mrs.  M.  Ranney  1;  two  ladies  1;  Mrs.  D.  H.  Hoi- 
brook  9— per  Mrs.  D.  H.  Holbrook,  23,00 
Darlington  C.  H.,  S.  C,  Miss  Ann  Orr,  5,00 
Richmond,  Va.,  Bap.  For.  Miss.  Soc.,  per  A.  Thomas,  Esq.,  tr.,  76,88 
Dutchess  Bap.  Asso.,  N.  Y.,  W.  Winchell,  tr.,  30,00 
Boston,  Ms.,  Federal  st.  Bap.  ch.  and  cong.,  part  of  aim.  contribution, 

per  C.  Bowers,  S4,43 
Barnstable  Asso.,  per  George  Lovell,  Esq.,  tr.,  26,91 
Thetford,  Vt.,  Mr.  C.  Carpenter,  per  Rev.  A.  Arnold,  5,00 

Also  medicines,  valued  at  $8,  from  Mr.  Arnold. 
Barre  Asso..  Vt.,  by  individuals,  to  ed.  Karen  boy,  to  be  named  Benjamin 

Willard,  25;  M.  Rice,  Rrookfield,  Vt.,  1— per  Rev.  B.  Willard,  26,00 
Block  ley  Edit.  Soc,  Pa.,  to  edu.  a  Burman  boy  named  Levi  Tucker,  25; 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Mr.  John  C.  Davis  25— per  Rev.  I.  M.  Allen,  50,00 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Mrs.  Gillison  25;  Mr.  Rhoades  20 ;  Mr.  MvlfordlO; 
Spruce  st.  Bap.  ch.,  per  \V.  E.  G.,  50;   J.  B.  Trevor  10;  Mrs.  Ann 
Staughton  5,  120,00 
West  Chester  ch.,  Pa.,  at  mon.  con.,  per  Rev.  Geo.  I.  Miles,  5,00 
Richmond,  Va.,  J.  C.  Crane,  Esq.  50;  Prof.  Ruggles,  of  Columbian  col- 
lege, 50,— per  Rev.  S.  Cornelius,  100,00 
Alexandria,  D.  C,  John  Withers,  Esq.  100;  D.  Rogers,  of  Little  Falls, 

IN.  Y.,  5,  105,00 
Washington,  D.  C,  George  Wood,  Esq.,  10,00 
Baltimore,  Md.,  2d  Bap.  ch.,  per  Rev.  J.  Healy,  6,00 
"  "  Baptist  Fein.  Miss.  Soc,  per  Mrs.  Mary  Wilson,  tr.  100; 

friends  in  Baltimore,  "  to  the  mission  to  Rurmnh,  appropriated  for  the 
benefit  thereof,"  100;  R.  P.  Brown  50;  W.  Crane  50;  cash  5;  J.  ftl. 
Slaughter  20;  Peter  Levering  5;  S.  Scrioner  20;  to  be  credited  to  the 
Bap.  Fein.  Miss.  Soc,  350,00 
Carmel,  N.  V.,  Fem.  Bap.  Miss.  Soc,  per  Rev.  J.  Warren,  53,30;  Red 
Mill  ch.,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  per  L.  Cole,  8;    West  Bap.  ch.,  New- 
York,  Fem.  Miss.  Soc,  per  Eliza  Mc  Cutchin,  tr.,  38;    Mulberry  st. 
Fem.  For.  Miss.  Soc  $40,  of  which  20  is  for  edu.  of  Ann  Judson;  Sea- 
caucu,  IN.  J.,  1st  Bap.  ch.,  per  C.  Jurdon,  7,12 — per  W.  Colgate,  Esq.,  146,42 
Cortland  Anx.  For.  Miss.  Soc,  N.  Y.,  per  Rev.  J.  W.  Taggart,  50,00 
Beaufort,  S.  C,  Eli/a  M.  Mayer,  for  the  edu.  of  a  Christian  youth  in  Bur- 
mab, to  be  named  Leonidas  .Mayer,  100, —  for  A.  Judson,  10, — for  Mrs. 
Wade,  10— per  Rev.  A.  Judson,  120,00 
The  bequest  of  a  female  friend  to  missions,  lately  deceased,  in  the  Prov.  of 

New  Brunswick,  100,00 
Farminglon,  Me.,  Bap.  ch.,  at  mon.  con.,  per  E.  Child?,  Esq.,  6,00 
Allegbanytovn,  Pa. ,  1st  Bap.  ch.,  col.  at  mon.  con.,  per  Rev.  W.  Shadrat  b,  3,00 
New  York,  Stephen  li.  Munn,  Esq.  4000,00 
Am.  and  For.  Bible  Society,  "  appropriated  to  the  further  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,"  viz.  for  Kcv.  J.  G.  Oncken,  to 
print  an  edition  of  the  New  Testament  in  German,  2000, 
for  printing  the  Scriptures  in  Chinese,  2000, 

»  "  in  Burman  and  Karen,— per  W.  Colgate,  Esq.,tr.,  1000,  5000,00 

H.  Lincoln,  Treasurer.  '  10,995,50 


Also — Lynn,  Ms.,  Mis.  Mary  Batchchler,  for  Mrs.  Sutton's  school  in  Orima,  10,00. 


